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Columbus, Ohio, January i, 1918. 

To His Excellency, James M. Cox, Governor of Ohio. 

Honorable Sir : — 

Herewith, I beg to submit for your inspection the seventeenth annual 
report of the Department of State Fire Marshal of Ohio. 

I wish to take this opportunity of thanking you, our Chief Executive, 
and the heads of the various state departments, for the hearty coopera- 
tion accorded this division of service, especially during the period of 
intense activity engendered by war times and conditions, and the Con- 
servation movement. 

I also wish to extend the thanks of this department to the news- 
papers of Ohio and of the nation ; to the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers; the Council of National Defense; the Ohio State Fire Pre- 
vention Association; the admirable corps of federal and state inspectors 
who have rendered our state an invaluable and signal service ; the Con- 
servation Association of Ohio ; the Cooperative Fire Chief's Associations ; 
the Fire Prevention committees of the Chambers of Commerce; the 
civic bodies of Ohio; the farmers' organizations; and to all other organ- 
izations and individuals who have given valuable time and thought to 
the vital necessity of combatting our fearful and needless fire loss. 

It is the aim of this department, by a systematic and persistent cam- 
paign of fire prevention education, to reach out into all business; into 
all walks of life, so that our people will join in an unbroken front in. 
repelling an enemy that never sleeps — Fire. 

Among the many things accomplished during the year was the aid 
given to municipalities, in perfecting their systems of water supply and 
fire protection and the installation of proper fire-fighting equipment. 

To accomplish this, an expert was employed to visit especially, the 
small towns and villages, and to be the consulting center for improve- 
ments suggested, contemplated, or actually under way. 

We prepared a pamphlet, which has been endorsed by the highest 
authority, on "How to Organize a Volunteer Fire Department in Small 
Towns," and a model ordinance to grant the fire chief the required au- 
thority. Both these booklets were widely circulated and favorably com- 
mented upon. The best experts obtainable passed judgment upon them. 

Schools all over the state have taken hold of fire prevention work 
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in a splendid and comprehensive manner, and thousands of copies of 
pamphlets, arid thousands of lines of information have been supplied 
teachers by this department at their urgent request. 

We have been extremely careful to warn the public on timely 
hazards, such as those incident to Christmas, house-cleaning time, severe 
weather, and how to act and to correct dangers incident thereto. 

By consultation and cooperation between this department and the 
manufacturers and dealers in fireworks, a safe and sane Fourth of July 
has been assured in Ohio, and warnings sent out months ahead of the 
event. 

Finding bad conditions in the guarding of important plants during 
war time, this department inaugurated and kept up a relentless cam- 
paign that bore fruit ten-fold, and probably had a most potent effect in 
holding down the fire loss, even with the extra hazards of alien enemies 
and the speeding up of war orders. 

While the severe cold brought another danger into the field, we in- 
sisted that industrial plants should have coal enough to keep their 
sprinkler system from freezing; that reservoirs, standpipes and 
hydrants should be kept available for instant use. 

When floods threatened, we insisted that due precaution be taken so 
that no portion of a municipality should be at the mercy of a conflagra- 
tion by reason of any break in mains or service pipes. 

Hundreds of addresses were made by this department before civic, 
civil, religious and commercial bodies upon fire losses and fire preven- 
tion, and, wherever there was an opportunity to reach a virgin field, that 
opportunity was taken advantage of immediately. 

We reached out into the rural communities and sent out thousands 
of cards calling attention to the hazards of the farms, and, through farm 
journals and periodicals, reached families who would otherwise have been 
overlooked. We called attention to the proper rodding and grouping of 
farm buildings and to the necessity of providing fireproof grain store 
houses and garages. The question of farm fire protection was thor- 
oughly discussed. 

This department found instant and hearty cooperation among the 
various business organizations such as lumbermen, stovemen, electrical 
fixture dealers, etc. and was able to furnish their various official journals 
with articles bearing upon fire prevention in relation to the several trades. 

We advocated the standardization of fire-fighting equipment, so that 
one town could aid another, and the installation of motor-driven equip- 
ment wherever possible. 

Ohio leads in fire prevention work, and the fire marshal's depart- 
ment is the model after which other states fashion .similar organizations, 
but: — 

I respectfully recommend that the laws be so amended as to clearly 
define and correct the factor of personal responsibility. 
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In a measure they are at present elastic enough to partially cover 
this important fire loss cure, but they should be absolute, definite, and 
certain. 

If a man, by carelessness, allows conditions breeding a fire that de- 
stroys the property of another, he should be personally liable. 

The innocent people of this state, who keep their property clean, 
should be protected. If they lose through the carelessness of another, 
they should be reimbursed. 

When Ohio has an iron-clad law that will fix the personal liability 
on the careless one, the loss ratio will be materially reduced. 

I also respectfully recommend an amendment to the laws so far as 
they refer to the educational work of the Ohio Fire Marshal's office. 
There should be laws passed so that the coming generations may be taught 
to eliminate fire so far as human agency is responsible. 

Funds should be provided so that the proper textbooks, literature 
and pamphlets for the use of all schools can be provided and properly 
distributed. 

If we are to completely succeed in Ohio, we should turn off the 
faucet before the water overflows, and we are compelled to mop the 
floor; we should lock the barn before the thief enters and steals the 
horse! 

The educational 'fire prevention laws should be as clear as crystal. 
They should legalize for all time the teaching of the very essence of 
protection. The laws should say in positive terms who has the power 
to enforce them. Satisfactory literature can be provided, but by whom? 
By whose authority? 

The hope of the nation lies in the education of the boys and the 
girls, who later will lay hands on the helm of our Ship of State. I 
earnestly request that all the power of the commonwealth be summoned 
to their aid so that the vessel may run a true course and that no flames 
will blind its pilots, 

I heartily endorse the recommendation of my two predecessors, thai 
the salary of the State Fire Marshal be increased. Furthermore, I rec- 
ommend that the salaries of employes be raised. The price of clothing, 
foodstuffs and the necessaries of lifei have increased 200 per cent since 
1900, when these salaries were established. Not only is this true, but 
the work of the department has increased in proportion. Therefore, I 
respectfully recommend that way and means be provided for a substantial 
increase. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. Alfred Fleming, 
State Fire Marshal of Ohio, 
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OCTOBER 9. 

FIRE PREVENTION DAY. 

Realizing the necessity of calling the attention of the people of the 
state to the importance and magnitude of Fire Prevention Day (the an- 
niversary of the great Chicago fire) our Governor issued a proclamation, 
the following being a copy : 

"Good results have come from the annual observance of fire and 
accident prevention day. Cooperation of various organizations has been 
secured with officials having in charge the enforcement of law. It is 
evident that the education of the public on preventable fire waste in the 
state has been helpful. Wide-spread and valuable publicity through the 
press, meetings of commercial and educational organizations and the 
special teaching in the public schools have all aided in the cause. 

In view of these facts, and because of the importance of the con- 
servation of food supplies and material resources in the present time of 
stress, I, James M. Cox, Governor of Ohio, set aside 

Tuesday, October 9, 191 7 

AS 

Fire Prevention Day in Ohio. 

The cooperation of the Department of the State Fire Marshal and 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction is especially urged. It is de- 
sired that throughout the state in commercial organizations, and in the 
schools, some attention be given on this day to the further prevention of 
fire and accidents. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Great Seal of the State of Ohio to be af- 
fixed this eleventh day of September, in the year of 
our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred Seventeen. 

[seal] James M. Cox, 

Governor. 



"Watchmen are charged with extraordinary responsibility; they 
should be picked men — not derelicts ; they should be intelligent, 
courageous and physically active ; they should be sufficient in num- 
ber to furnish real protection ; they should be armed ; they should receive 
special training for their important duties." 

W. E. Mallalieu, General Manager, 

National Board of Fire Underwriters, 
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THINK OF FUTURE. 

This department then caused to be issued the following : 

"Governor James M. Cox has issued a proclamation naming Tuesday, October 
9, as Fire Prevention Day. 

"This year above all others, this day should be one not only of fire prevention 
activity, but of thought for the future as well. 

"Every day should be Fire Prevention Day in peace times. With the country 
at war, every one is a sentry on guard against the common enemy, FIRE. Let 
no Ohioan be asleep at his post! 

"With the departure of the gallant soldiers for the front; with a spirit of 
unrest already rippling the surface of our hitherto placid lake of the Common- 
wealth ; with alien enemies hiding like snakes in their dens, and plotting mischief 
and ruin, there will be more fires than ever before. There will be, unless every 
loyal American stands alert on guard! 

"This department is in possession of information that is startling; therefore, 
is in a position to sound, and keep sounding the bell that must be heard ! 

"With a fire loss of $500 a minute, (run up to $1,400 every sixty seconds 
by the upkeep of fire departments and the losses on unreported fires) in Peace 
times, what have we to look forward to in times of WAR in a country honey- 
combed with spies? 

"It is up to the individual to safeguard and conserve the country's resources 
from plot, plunder and carelessness. 

"America burns up $250,000,000 in property every year. Can this be afforded 
with the added burden of enormous expenditures for the sinews of war? Can 
we afford to pay twice for the same thing? Can anyone pay for a commodity 
totally destroyed? For the time of rebuilding; for the stoppage of war-work to 
take up private jobs? 

"A can of paint may cover an unsightly place, but does not remove the 
danger from fire. 

"No fire, however trivial, breaks forth, that does not wipe out of existence 
some of our natural resources, to which man's labor and ingenuity have given 
an added value. 

"Ohio has no time for fires ; she is doing war duty. Let every merchant, 
every manufacturer, every householder do guard duty here as faithfully as our 
soldiers are doing their bit abroad. 

"Fire is a relentless enemy and steals upon us when we are least prepared. 
Fires takes away irrevocably and gives nothing in return. Fire is waste; a fire 
resulting from carelessness is treason." 



Blood is red, so is fire! The absence of the first and the presence 
of the second, alike, spell Death. A careless fire is worse than severing 
an artery ; it is industrial suicide. 

What difference does it make in the end whether our foodstuffs are 
destroyed through carelessness with matches or by the torch of an alien ; 
it is the loss we must avoid. 
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THE NORTHWESTERN MEETING. 

On the afternoon of October 3, in Chicago, the head of the Ohio 
State Fire- Marshal's Department had the highest honor in his life con- 
ferred upon him, when, by request, he addressed the 800 or more mem- 
bers of the Fire Underwriters Association of the Northwest at their 48th 
annual meeting. 

The subject assigned was : "Conservation" — a splendid and vital 
topic, and gave us the opportunity to tell that splendid audience what 
Ohio had done and intended to continue to do in freeing the state from 
fire hazards and in safeguarding our priceless foodstuffs and war time 
commodities. The subject was one over which any true American could 
become earnest and enthusisatic, and we were also glad to be able to pay 
tribute to the splendid cooperation, support and assistance given the de- 
partment by the magnificent corps of trained experts, who so loyally 
aided this department in its successful attempt to make Ohio conflagra- 
tion-proof. 

The honor conferred was doubly welcome, since Ohio was- the only 
Fire Marshal's Department to be represented on a magnificent two 
days' program. 

In closing the Chicago address, these words were used : 

"I do not wonder that we have together made Ohio more free from fire 
loss. I am not going to tell you about the work that has been done along the line 
of water mains, of the dead-ends, of the fire-fighting units that have been put in 
our industrial plants, of the floor furnaces ordered out, and of the hazard of 
electrolysis being taken up. 

"I am not going to tell you of the possibilities of the Conservation work 
that have not even been developed up to the present time, but I want to say this, 
that if you and I will do our duty faithfully, every state in this union will have 
an army that has never been equalled in the history of the world. * * *. I 
know that the great United States is looking to you, is looking to me, is looking 
to every one of us as individual citizens for the protection of the boys we send 
over on the other side, and, if we do not do it, we will be held accountable for 
it in all ages to come. * * * 

"The currents of destiny flow through the hearts of our people, who are 
blessed with a common origin ; graced with a sacred history ; and united under 
one glorious, unsullied flag. Let us place that flag with the banners of Nations 
believing in Democratic rights. Let us drape them, fold within fold, and let 
their varying tints unite and form, in Heaven's light, one arch of Peace" 

CALL TO PATRIOTISM. 

This department issued a double column bulletin, thousands of which 
went to the schools of the state. So great was the demand for the 
pamphlet in this and other states that is was reprinted four times. The 
bulletin was headed 
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EVERY ONE A SENTRY 



Do Not Go to Sleep on Post and Let the Enemy Fire Break Our Lines 



Fire Prevention Day, October 9, Should be Beginning of a 365-Day Campaign. 
Up to the Individual to Guard and Conserve the Country's Resources 

from Plot, Plunder and Carelesstvess 



(By T. Alfred Fleming, State Fire Marshal of Ohio.) 



IN TIME OF PEACE 

The cost of fires in the United States in one year is one-half the 
cost of all the new buildings erected in that year. 

The annual per capita fire waste in the United States is $2.51; 
iri Europe, 33 cents. 

Fires in the United States in PEACE times cost $500 a minute. 
Counting fire department upkeep, and the loss on fires not reported, 
brings this figure up to $1,400 a minute. 

This amount represents resources totally destroyed. 

The fire loss in the United 'States every years totals $450,000,000 ! 



IN WAR TIME 



October 9 is "Fire Protection Day." The other 364 days of the calendar 
year and of the years to come SHOULD ALL BE FIRE PREVENTION DAYS! 

These are WAR times ; conditions instead of becoming BETTER are, from 
the very nature of things, bound to become WORSE. 

Carelessness in the rush of business, and the consequent physical wearineess 
that follows, coupled with the plots of ALIEN ENEMIES (who are even now 
fomenting trouble with certain elements in this country), make for conditions 
that, unless remedied at ONCE and for ALL TIME, will produce a fire menace 
that will be terrible in its insidiousness. 

A can of paint may cover an unsightly and dangerous spot, BUT IT DOES 
NOT DESTROY THE DEADLY FIRE HAZARD! 

The fight against FIRE is EVERY ONE'S. 

It is up to YOU to protect your own property and, by so doing, the lives 
and property of others. 

DO Your Bit. 

While our soldiers are fighting a common and dangerous enemy abroad, the 
HOME GUARD (which comprises every one of us) has an equally treacherous 
and dangerous foe to contend with and to watch ! 

FIRE DOES NOT HERALD ITS APPROACH with a barrage; does not 
signal its positions with gyrating aeroplane ; does not chase across the "No Man's 
Land" of death and desolation in mass formation and with harsh cries. 

FIRE IS A THIEF; AN ASSASSIN! 
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Fire conies when and where least expected, and leaves in its wake ruin 
and tears. 

For that reason, and for the reason that America NEEDS EVERY OUNCE 
of commodity CONSERVED, for the bleak, drear years to come; and against 
the time when the Angel of Victory shall hover over a reconstructed world, 
with the white dove of peace, it is up to each individual to stand guard; to keep 
awake bn sentry post and let no fire-breeding condition pass. 

Keep Awake! 

The countersign for 1917 should be "ETERNAL VIGILANCE." Without 
that password the lines of Conservation would be pierced, bent back. and driven 
rearward in a disastrous retreat. 

No fire, however trivial, breaks forth that does not wipe out of existence 
some of our natural resources, to which man's labor and ingenuity have given 
an added value. 

It is bad enough to burn a raw product; it is a crime against humanity to 
destroy by fire the FINISHED article. 



"Preventable fire is more than a private misfortune. It is a public 
dereliction. At a time like this of emergency and of manifest neces- 
sity for the conservation of. national resources, it is more than ever 
a matter of deep and pressing consequence that every means should 
be taken to prevent this evil." 

Woodrow Wilson, 

President of the United States. 



Caused By Carelessness. 

In October, 1871, a great fire almost wiped Chicago from the map. This 
fire was caused by carelessness. 

Later on a theater filled with women and children became a holocaust ; a 
seething furnace whose flame shafts shot aloft along with the shrieks of the dying. 

Chicago finally awoke; and Fire Prevention Day became a fact in 1911. 
Governor Judson Harmon that year declared October 9, the date of Chicago's big 
fire of '71, Fire Prevention Day in Ohio. Since then every other governor has 
so declared the day. 

It is 45 years since Chicago awoke, and still the awful lesson of carelessness 
is NOT YET LEARNED! 

The federal and state inspectors at work since June 1 have done herculean 
work in placing foodstuffs and war material beyond the pale of a conflagration. 
Towns and cities have been visited by the inspectors from this office and house- 
holders have been shown how to eliminate the danger from fire. The result has 
been a "Clean Ohio." 

DO YOUR BIT. 

It is now up .to the individual to see that the state is KEPT clean ! 

It is the duty of the producer, the manufacturer, the merchant, the hotel 
proprietor, the housewife, and the school children, to see that no entry be left 
for an invasion of the demon fire. 

War time measures carried out now will form habits that in future years 
will prevent America from totally destroying, every minute of the day, $500 worth 
of natural resources, plus the time, energy and brain of some busy man! 
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Candle- Stick Menace. 



Beware of the pyroxylin candle-stick that has recently appeared on the market 
in some of the department stores. These cheap candle-sticks are made of pyroxylin 
plastic by some of the novelty makers under such names as "Celluloid," "Com- 
position," "Ivortur," "Imitation Ivory," "Domestic Ivory," etc. The New York 
Board of Fire Underwriters, and the New York fire department have already 
called attention to the dangerous inflammability of these candle-sticks, and strong 
efforts are being made, with every probability of success, to eliminate them from 
the counters of crowded department stores especially, and to prohibit the manu- 
facture of so dangerous a product. 

Most of the candle-sticks have a metal cap at the top to receive the candle, 
and claim was made that this would prevent the ignition of the pyroxylin. It was 
found that such was not the case, for when the candle was allowed to burn down, 
the candle-stick ignited and burned with the customary violence. 

Practice Fire Prevention. 

On or before October 9, every man, woman and child should begin to prac- 
tice fire prevention. By so doing they are not only safeguarding themselves and 
their neighbors, but they are doing an act of incalculable value to their state and 
to their country. 

Let each and everyone take these slogans, learn them by heart and— observe 
them ; and save your country in WAR TIME, $250,000,000 a year. 

What to Pledge Yourself. 

I will keep our match supply in metal boxes, out of the reach of children. 
So far as I can, I will use only SAFETY matches. 

No child, under 10 years of age, with my consent, shall have or use matches. 
No lamps will be filled by artificial light or after dark. 
Coal oil will be kept in metal cans and in a safe place. 

If I smoke, I will smoke where neither match, pipe nor stub will endanger 
life or property. 

I WILL SEE THAT EVERY MATCH IS OUT BEFORE IT LEAVES 
MY HAND! 

I will permit no oily rags around the premises over night, unless they are in 
metal-covered receptacles away from the building. 

I will have wire globes over my lights where there is danger of curtains 
being blown against them. 

I Will See: 

That the furnace or heating apparatus is seen to, before retiring, by a com- 
petent person. 

That all scraps, litter, excelsior and paper are removed or placed in metal 
receptacles before nightfall. 

That ashes are kept in a metal receptacle. 

That gasoline will not be kept for use in the house, except in absolutely air- 
tight metal receptacles. 

That cotton-batting or other flimsy decorations will not be used on Christ- 
mas trees or for other ornamentation. 

I will enforce neatness and will always have a scrupulous care for fire pre- 
vention. 

I will promptly turn in the alarm for any fire that comes to my attention 
and then will assist in extinguishing it, if my assistance is required. 
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I will remedy or cause to be reported any defect in connection with the heat- 
ing, lighting, cooking or power plants within my control within twenty-four hours 
after discovery. 

I will be very careful about lighted cigars and pipes. 

During the month of October, I will have all flues of stoves or furnaces 
examined by a competent person, and put in proper condition and repair for 
winter use. 

WAR BOARD BULLETINS. 

At the request of the State War Board, this department, from time 
to time, has furnished material for the daily bulletin service issued by 
the Board, and printed in all the newspapers of Ohio. In these bulletins 
timely topics were chosen and the public warned against those things 
that create dangerous fire hazards. Special attention was paid to the 
examination of flues and chimneys, home gasoline cleaning, burning rub- 
bish, care of heating and lighting equipment and the like. 

Follows an example of the War Board material furnished : 

"THE STATE WAR BOARD SAYS TODAY ! — 

Do not try to thaw out a frozen water pipe with a torch. 

Carelessness with the flaming torch is causing many fires in Ohio 
and these war times we cannot afford fire losses. 

Warm flat irons (not hot) placed on an asbestos pad, with the iron 
against the frozen pipe, may loosen the icy shackle. 

Rags soaked in hot water and applied to the pipe may give relief. 

Take no chances on setting your house on fire or causing damage 
by bursting pipes and flooding. 

While the fire department is working on a small home fire, some big 
factory may go up in smoke. 

Don't let a frozen water pipe mean a $50,000 loss of vital sinews. 

In cities, notify the waterworks department of trouble. 

In rural districts, do not fool with fire torches. Try warm irons or 
rags soaked in hot water. 

EFFICIENT WATCHMAN SERVICE. 

By means of press bulletins, through magazines and periodicals, and 
insistently in our Monthly Bulletin we have urged efficient watchman 
service after conditions were found that were deplorable, dangerous and 
fairly appalling. 

Alien, decrepit, mentally deficient, drunken, and sleeping guardians 
( ?) were discovered. 

In one instance, while the watchman slept amid 350,000 bushels of 
wheat, the men at the telegraph orifice where his reports ( ?) were sent in, 
were "marking him up" as having punched the clock regularly on his 
rounds. 

By constantly keeping up the plea for better watchman service, not 
only by night but by day, we secured a very favorable improvement in 
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the manner of safeguarding our priceless foodstuffs, and the articles so 
much needed at the front. 

. When the coal shortage was so keenly felt in December and January, 
a new menace confronted the department. With the five-day closing- 
down order issued against manufacturers, coupled with the scarcity of 
coal, came the hazard of frozen sprinkler systems and bursted service 
pipes. 

This department, at once, on the day the five-day order was issued, 
insisted that a temperature of 40 degrees be maintained in sprinklered 
plants, and did all in its power to have coal diverted so that this con- 
dition could prevail. 

Also, an urgent order was sent out to doubly guard plants during 
the shut-down periods since, to the danger of incendiaries, was added 
the hazard of machinery put out of commission, and of water supplies 
being frozen up and thus useless. 

POWER OF THE PRESS. 

The department cannot lay to much stress upon or praise too 
highly, the invaluable work done for the cause of Conservation by the 
newspapers and magazines, not only of Ohio, but of other states during 
the past year. On every hand, when the Ohio Fire Marshal's Depart- 
ment has had anything to lay before the public, we have found reporters, 
correspondents and editors, both eager and willing to lend the priceless 
value of their columns for the good of the cause. 

Thousands of columns of matter vital to the safety of home and 
property, have been given up to material furnished by this department, 
and the "Fourth Estate" has done its bit nobly both on the firing line 
and with the heavy artillery of its editorial columns. 

It is a pleasure thus to- pay tribute to the gallant newspaper men 
and to the work they have done for their state and countriy. 

RURAL PROTECTION. 

We were called upon during the year to furnish numbers of articles 
for the various periodicals, and among them came a request from the 
Country Gentleman for two stories, one on farm hazards and the other 
on how to combat them. The rural hazard in this country is a serious 
problem, and it was with pleasure that we gave our views on so vital a 
question to a periodical having such a wide circulation. 

Since fires in rural communities, as a rule, result in a total loss or 
the property involved, should the blaze get beyond the instant applica- 
tion of such fighting equipment as is immediately available, the cure must 
lie in two main arteries — The removal of the hazards which lie within 
the province of fire prevention, and in combatting such fires as will 
occur, which is the work of fire protection. Either remedy can only be 
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applied through a proper education of our people to the idea of what are 
hazards and how to get rid of them, and in the community fire-fighting 
unit idea. ' 

If barns cease to be used for garages; if the buildings are free from 
cob-webs also junk and the like; if no smoking is allowed; if electric 
flash lights and electric lanterns take the place of the oil burning lantern 
and the open light ; if. all buildings are properly rodded and the rods 
grounded as they should be, then we have eliminated some of the dan- 
gers of farm and rural fires. The main causes of these are: Lighting, 
carelessness and exposure. When buildings are bunched together, one 
fire may destroy all, but when they are properly erected with due regard 
to the direction of the prevailing winds, part of the danger of a total loss 
has been eliminated. 

With due precaution, the hazards arising from heating and lighting 
may be curbed, whether the agent is oil, gas, wood, coal or electricity. 
Tight roofs are less liable to catch sparks than old ones where thfe 
shingles are broken and curled, and a loose board or gaping window or 
door is always an invitation for fire to enter and destroy. 

The solution of the fire protection phase of rural communities lies 
in the community idea, and in keeping barrels, buckets, ladders, ex- 
tinguishers and the like ready for instant action. If each community, 
say in a five mile radius, would raise a sum by popular subscription and 
purchase a combined automobile pumper and chemical engine, that ter- 
ritory would be far safer from fire loss. At Hollandsburg, a hamlet of 
350 souls, such a machine was provided at an expense of a trifle over 
$1,200, and since installation, the machine has paid for itself several 
times over. 

With our splendid city protection and a tendency toward high pres- 
sure mains in congested districts, the five mile radius pumper in action 
all over the state, would do much toward making Ohio's terrible loss 
shrink. 

FACTORY FIRE-FIGHTING UNIT. 

This department during the early spring issued a special bulletin 
on a fire-fighting unit worked out for any material plant, and further 
caused to be made and widely circulated among manufacturers, a cut of 
the idea, based on a five-story building of ordinary construction. The 
idea took exceedingly well, there was a large demand for the bulletin, 
and thousands of copies were sent out, the cut being reproduced in 
journals devoted to fire protection and insurance. 

The cut and a short synopsis of the system are hereby reproduced. 
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The person with the traitorous, slanderous tongue has no place in 
America, in War or any other time. 

2 s. F. M. 
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State of Ohio 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE MARSHAL 

ORGANIZATION OF FIRE-FIGHTING UNIT FOR ANY INDUSTRIAL PLANT 

In the organization of a fire-fighting unit for industrial plants, the accom- 
panying plan is suggested. This plan may not fit every condition in your especial 
workshop or factory, but the general system can be followed out and adaptation 
made to fit conditions, either by expanding or contracting the unit. This unit 
gives a complete protection on every floor. 

The general superintendent of the plant is fire chief — executive head of the 
entire fire-fighting and rescue system. The assistant superintendent is the assistant 
fire chief. Each member of the unit must be chosen for his fitness, sobriety, 
loyalty and courage. The chief, when on duty, is the executive head, from roof 
to cellar bottom. In his absence, this responsibility falls upon his assistant. 

The assistant chief, when the chief is on duty, is responsible (under the 
five-story unit, as explained by the profile drawing) for the basement and floors 
one, two and three. The captain takes charge of floors four and five, the loft and 
roof. It may be that physical building conditions will make his assignment to the 
fourth floor impossible. In that case he should be placed so that the danger area 
is correctly divided among the three highest men in authority. 

Lofts, roofs and basements are fire breeders; therefore, some good executive 
must have charge of that territory, and judgment will tell you where to place 
the captain if the accompanying suggestive plan cannot be followed. 

The engineer's job is with the — Power — Pumps. 

The lieutenants are chiefs of floors ; the foremen are assistant chiefs. 

The squads are made up of the men best fitted for fire-fighting, calming 
employes and seeing that they get out of the building in safety, and men familiar 
with "searchers" and salvage work. The day yard guards should be loyal and 
vigilant. 

The night watchman should be chosen for his loyalty, ability to meet and 
conquer an emergency, and for his absolute faithfulness in his inspection work. 
If your plant is idle at night, your fortune is in the hands of the night watchman. 

A fire caused by carelessness now is a crime! 

T. Alfred Fleming, 

State Fire Marshal. 

THE FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE IN WAR TIME. 

The moment war was declared the routine and field work of the 
state fire mashal's office had to be changed radically to meet war-time 
conditions and for a long look into the future. Plans and specifications 
that would erect the fabric of safety in peace times immediately were 
found to be totally unfit to bear the stress and strain in war time. 
Methods applying to the application of the peace system were at once 
as absolete as a horse-drawn vehicle ahead of a limited train. 

Prior to the war many persons possessed many ideas as to what 
really was the province of the fire marshal, and the tabloid consensus 
of opinion was that the office was a cross between a fireman and a de- 
tective and that the main object of the office was to arrest, try and con- 
vict somebody for setting fire to something. 
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While even in peace times the stamping out of arson is one of the 
primary objects of the department, and possibly the cause of the enact- 
ment of the law authorizing the creation of such an office, still, rapid 
strides were being made along the lines of education, cooperation and 
concentration. 

Then the war cloud broke, "and with it came the gory flood. Im- 
mediately conservation was given the right of way over the fire marshal's 
tracks, and followed quickly the marshaling of the phalanx of coopera- 
tion, standardization and, finally, transportation. 

Every grain of wheat, every ounce of foodstuffs, every dram of 
drugs, immediately became an asset in the great war, over which, in 
Ohio, the fire marshal and his force must stand guard every second of 
the day and night and, by repeated warnings and inspections, see that 
the treasures were kept safe. 

To the unparalleled carelessness of the home people, on whose 
shoulders rests the blame for 90 per cent of the fires and 90 per cent 
of a total annual fire loss in peace times of $450,000,000, was added the 
additional dangers of the speeding up of machinery in crowded factories, 
the hazard of pyromaniacs, the torch of the alien and the treasonable 
scorpions of our own country. 

WATER SUPPLY AND FIRE PROTECTION. 

This department, during the year, detailed a special inspector, whose 
duties were to visit municipalities with a view to bettering water supply 
and fire department conditions. The idea was, not only to provide ade- 
quate protection for present needs, but to look into the future growth 
of the cities, towns and villages as well. The man detailed for this pur- 
pose was an expert fireman, familiar with all phases of fire causes and 
fire control and it was his duty to point out defects in equipment, advise 
with heads of departments and do all in his power to get every ounce 
of energy out of the fire-fighting equipment, in the State of Ohio. 

The Federal Government, owing to war time conditions, insisted 
that fire protection regulations all over this state be complied with, and 
a copy of every report made by the special inspector was filed with the 
United States Government. 

STANDARDIZATION. 

During the year many Ohio cities have taken long strides toward 
the standardization of hydrant outlets and have couplings to conform 
with the National Standard of 3 1/16 inch outside diameter and j 1 /?. 
threads to the inch. This advance was made possible through the efforts 
of the State Fire Prevention Association and the several cooperative fire 
chiefs' organizations. The latter, taking in a territory with a radius of 
50 miles, reached out to numbers of small towns that, by the use of taps 
and dies furnished free by the Ohio Inspection Bureau, could render 
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themselves in a position to accept assistance from adjacent towns in 
case of a conflagration, or render aid on call. 

In many instances the work of transforming couplings and hydran! 
outlets was done by members of the fire department at trifling expense. 

This department heartily endorses standardization. Epecially in 
war time it is absolutely necessary that we be able to mass our forces 
at any hour, or at any place, to fight the enemy, Fire. 

SPECIAL BULLETINS. 

It has been the aim of this department to issue timely bulletins, 
warning the public against special hazards of time and season. These 
bulletins, through the invaluable agency of the newspapers and maga- 
zines, have had wide circulation. 

Among the first, was one upon the vital subject of safeguarding 
food, and calling particular attention to fire protection, water supply, 
keeping exits and doors clear of merchandise, etc. This bulletin also 
called attention to the night watchman service and the danger to fac- 
tories, mills, elevators and warehouses of admitting within their yards 
and portals, people of whom nothing was known. 

Questions, driving home some of the dangers of the hour were asked 
the manufacturers. Among them were: "Is your force of employes 
organized and drilled to handle the plant's fire fighting equipment? Are 
your elevators clear of debris ?" etc. Thousands of these bulletins were 
sent out. Another bulletin gave explicit directions as to how to organize 
a fire-fighting unit for manufactures, and still another told of the work 
of the Special Government and state hazard hunters who were on gov- 
ernment inspection business working with this department and the Na- 
tion Council of Defense. The publication of this bulletin smoothed the. 
way for the inspection, ironing out a number of wrinkles that had here- 
tofore made inspection work, at times, anything but pleasant. The 
owners and proprietors of mills, etc. were educated up to the point where 
they realized the vital necessity of the work and its good to the countrv 
at large. 

Special July 4th and Christmas bulletins were issued, calling atten- 
tion to the "Worse than Zeppelin" top balloon, the deadly pyroxlin candle- 
stick, and the error of having wax candles and inflammable material on 
Christmas trees. 

At harvest time, this department brought out strongly the hazards 
of the farm barn, advising grain growers not to store in barns, nor use 
such structures as "catch-alls" for old harness, machinery and the like. 
Strong emphasis was laid upon the danger of matches and the use of 
oil burning lanterns about barns, and cautioned farmers to look out for 
spontaneous combustion. This department also recommended standard 
lightning rods for farm bulidings and cautioned against the use of the, 
barn as a garage. 
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Among the most interesting and widely-circulated bulletins issued 
was on "Special Points for Flour Mill Inspections." This went into the 
situation fully showing deficiencies and prohibitions. 

A vigorous campaign was made on the deadly viper known as the 
"flexible tube" connection for gas stoves and gas jets. This department- 
declared that Ohio must be free of this menace, and, as a result, thou- 
sands of tubes were removed. 

In another special bulletin, attention was called to the fact that 1,000 
children were burned to death each year in the United States, and the 
public was warned that "death lurks in the swirling smoke of the bon- 
fire." Attention was directed to the danger to life and property through 
burning leaves, and that the fallen verdure made a splendid fertilizer 
when properly cared for. 

Night watchmen were recommended even on sprinklered plants, and 
the attention of manufacturers called to the danger of fire in basements, 
and that this portion of the risk should be sprinklered as well as the 
balance of the structure or structures. 

This department issued a series of pledges to be made on October 9, 
one of which was "I will see that every match is out before it leaves my 
hand ;" another was, "I will permit no oily rags around my premises over 
night." 

After woeful conditions had been found in Ohio by state and fed- 
eral inspectors, the United States Government called a halt upon such a 
menace to fobd supplies, and the Ohio State Fire Marshal's department 
immediately issued a warning that, we are happy to say, has been heeded. 

Again, the open fire, gas explosions and kindred evils, began to 
take their toll of human lives. A strong, special warning was immediately 
issued, calling attention to the dangers (mentioned) and stating "Con- 
servation means not only husbanding resources, but safeguarding life and 
health as well." Attention was called to the menace of the gasoline can 
and the use of that dangerous liquid. 

At holiday times, merchants were cautioned against using inflam- 
mable material in window decorations ; the dangerous practice of electric 
wiring done by unskilled employes, and the care and diligence to be used 
at all times to protect the crowds of holiday shoppers. 

With the coming of cold weather, a desperate attempt on the part of 
the people to keep warm, and the use of oils, wood, etc., to eke out the 
shortage of coal, made a bulletin on this subject imperative. Eleven 
people dead in three weeks, through fire and explosives, showed the 
necessity for a strong warning. 

Bulletins on Personal Liability, the clean-up campaign and other 
timely subjects were sent out at intervals. 



In war time a fire caused by gross carelessness borders on treason. 
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THE MONTHLY BULLETIN. 

In the issuance of its, Montly Bulletin, this department has en- 
deavored to get away from the plain statistical pamphlet and insert 
therein material which shall be educational in its scope. Also to in- 
corporate therein the most important of the rulings and orders issued by 
the Ohio State Fire Marshal's Department. These bulletins contain the 
fire losses, month by month, the causes and losses; the fires in course of 
investigation, the special conservation reports and the like. Personal 
items of interest, the purchase of fire equipment, pictures of fire chiefs, 
fire marshals, etc., have been a feature of the monthly bulletin and each 
month an accurate record of arson cases is published. , 

Here are a few other things unearthed by the state and federal 
inspectors during their inspections, and published in the Monthly Bul- 
letin. 

(i) Car load of "strike-anywhere" matches, discovered in an in- 
flammable building adjoining one of the largest wholesale groceries in 
the state. A stock valued at $250,000 was endangered. 

(2) Automatic sprinkler system protecting $100,000 worth of food- 
stuffs out of order. 

(3) An alien, who understood no language except German, em- 
ployed as night watchman at a large bakery. 

There were other as serious situations discovered. 

One of the important stories carried during July, was a warning 
against the deadly "dead-end" ; i. e. a water main that had no circulatory 
system. Some important buildings were found that really had no fire 
protection at all, and in some cases the plugs on the dead end were 
located in such a manner that a fire would make it impossible to use 
them. 

Stories of the fire-fighting equipment at Camp Sherman, and the 
gallant work of the camp department during the fearful blizzard were 
published as well as the fact that after a careful inspection of the big 
cantonment, it had been found, from a fire hazard standpoint, "Safe 
as home." 

Other articles carried in the monthly publication showed how to 
keep fire barrels from freezing, a special article on Camp Sherman and 
its equipment, by F. O. Evertz, electrical expert of the Ohio Inspection 
Bureau, rural communities and fire-fighting, suggestions for a national 
gallery of arsonists, an address on fire prevention by Geo. W. Thrush, 
an insurance man of wide experience and judgment, before the children 
of Green Springs, the elimination of Hallowe'en fires, reports of meet- 
ings of the Co-operative Fre Chiefs' Association and material from 
the United States Food administration. 



We cannot prevent all fires, but we can prevent a majority of them. 
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PERSONAL LIABILITY. 



The question of personal liability has received a great deal of atten- 
tion during the last year, and after going over court decisions and after 
consultation with the Attorney General's Department, the State Fire 
Marshal issued a special bulletin that was given wide circulation and 
called out much favorable comment from the Cincinnati Enquirer and 
other leading papers. 

In this bulletin it was pointed out that the liability which may follow 
the non-compliance with an order issued by the State Fire Marshal's 
Department was two- fold. 

First. That which is PENAL: and 

Second. That which is PERSONAL. 

The penal liability is to be found in Section 837 oi the Ohio State 
Code wherein the failure to comply with the order within the time 
specified is declared to be a MISDEMEANOR, for which the person 
liable is PUNISHABLE by a FINE of not more than fifty dollars nor 
less than ten dollars for each day's neglect. 

The personal liability for failure to comply with the Fire Marshal's 
order for removal of dangerous buildings or material, as provided in 
Section 835 of the Code is likewise, in a way, two-fold, the first being 
the liability which is created by Section 836-2, which provides that, where 
a person fails to comply with the order within the time therein specified, 
the officer issuing the order may cause the things therein called for to 
be done, and the cost and expense of same shall be presented to the 
person failing to comply with the order, and if not paid within thirty 
days thereafter, the same shall be certified, together with twenty-five 
per cent penalty thereon, to the County Auditor and shall be entered 
upon the tax duplicate and made a charge against the real estate upon 
which the building, the order for removal or repair of which was to be 
made, was situated. 

The second phase of the PERSONAL LIABILITY is one far more 
serious. This liability would be in the nature of a DAMAGE CLAIM 
FOR INJURY TO OTHER PROPERTY resulting approximately from 
the failure to comply with an order. It has been very recently decided 
by the Supreme Court in the case of Schell vs. DuBois, 94 O. S., page 
93, administrator, that "THE VIOLATION OF A STATUTE 
PASSED FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC IS NEG- 
LIGENCE PER SE. AND WHERE SUCH ACT OF NEGLIGENCE 
BY A DEFENDANT IS THE DIRECT AND PROXIMATE CAUSE 
OF AN INJURY NOT DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTED TO BY THE 
INJURED PERSON, THE DEFENDANT IS LIABLE." 

This case further holds that the same rules of negligence applies 
to a MUNICIPAL ordinance. Following out the application of the law 
as declared in the above case, it would follow that a failure to comply 
with an order of the Fire Marshal which was authorized by statute would 
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be a VIOLATION OF A STATUTE and an order for the protection 
of the public, and would be NEGLIGENCE PER SE. 

Hence, where a person has failed to comply with the Fire Marshal's 
order for the removal of a dangerous building or material and it can 
be shown* that, had the order been COMPLIED WITH, and the dan- 
gerous building or material REMOVED AS ORDERED, the damage 
to another person's property would NOT or COULD NOT have oc- 
curred, then such person apparently would, in view of the above case, 
be entitled to bring a suit based on negligence against the party failing 
to comply with the Fire Marshal's order and recover from such party 
the damages which he had sustained by reason of such failure to comply 
with such order. 

In view of the foregoing considerations the advisability and im- 
portance of prompt compliance with the Fire Marshal's order is apparent, 
for the reason that, in the first instance, such compliance will eliminate 
the possibility of fires STARTING and SPREADING to other property 
and causing disastrous conflagrations. 

While, on the other hand, a PROMPT COMPLIANCE will Re- 
LIEVE the party called upon to perform the order from the PENAL 
LIABILITY or fine imposed by the statute, as well as the chance of 
becoming PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE for DAMAGES to 
OTHER PEOPLE'S PROPERTY destroyed by fire, which WOULD 
NOT HAVE SPREAD to or damaged their property had the Fire 
Marshal's order been PROMPTLY COMPLIED WITH. 

David B. Sharp, for over ten years connected with the Ohio State 
Fire Marshal's Department, under different administrations, as attorney 
and expert on fire prevention, the insurance laws, and the statutes on 
arson, and now a prominent member of the bar of Columbus, has gone 
into the subject exhaustively. 

He cites the decision of the Michigan Supreme Court in Lillibridge 
vs. McCann, 117 Mich. 84. 

"ONE THROUGH WHOSE NEGLIGENCE FIRE IS CAUSED 
IN HIS BUILDING, WHICH SPREADS TO HIS NEIGHBOR'S 
BUILDING AND DESTROYS IT, IS LIABLE FOR THE 
DAMAGE." 

Says Mr. Sharp : "This is but a specific statement of the broad 
general doctrine that one, who through his negligence injures another, 
is liable to damages for the injury thus caused." Mr. Sharp further 
says: "Most, if not all the states, by legislative enactment, have made 
railroad corporations liable in damages for any injury caused by the 
emission of sparks from their locomotives. Is there any reason why the 
individual who causes a fire by his negligence should be held to a lesser 
liability? The trouble, then, is not found in the state of the law as to 
personal liability for fires. But owing to the infrequency with which 
the law has been applied, this principle of personal liability has not in- 
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culcated in the great mass of the public a proper sense of personal re- 
sponsibility." 

TELEPHONE ORDERS. 

As a war measure, orders were issued requesting the use of pro- 
tectors in the form of lightning arresters on telephones. After con- 
ferences with the telephone people, the following basis of agreement was 
reached : 

"By May 1, 1918, protectors approved by the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers shall be installed at the subscriber's premises upon all lines serving estab- 
lishments embraced by the following list: 

1. Warehouses, flour and cereal mills and grain elevators. 

2. Wholesale provision and grocery companies. 

3. Cold storage plants. 

4. Canning factories, storage and preserving plants. 

5. Packing houses and abattoirs. 

6. Freight houses, depots and terminals. 

7. Wharf storage, both rivers and lake, including ship yards. 

8. Manufactories and storage of butter and cheese with an output of 100 
lbs. a day. 

9. Fertilizers and acid plants. 

10. Manufactories of shoes and leather goods. 

11. Foundries and machine shops making war supplies. 

12. Manufactories and storage of clothing and knitted goods. 

13. Lumber yard connections. 

14. Grain, hay and provision storage. 

15. Bakeries making 150 loaves a day or over, and food repositories. 

Except those lines which are unexposed in accordance with the following 
definition. An unexposed line is one which is entirely in- underground cable or 
in metal sheathed aerial cable from the central office to the building in which the 
instrument is located, or from the central office to the block in which such build- 
ing is located, provided there is no liability of contact through accidental means 
with wires which carry current in excess of 400 volts to ground." 

PRAISE FROM CUBA. 

The Ohio State Fire Marshal's Department received a splendid let- 
ter from Captain Jose Marin, of the Havana, Cuba, fire department, in 
which very kindly mention was made of an article appearing in the 
Municipal Journal, telling of the workings, aims and plans of this De- 
partment. The article, said Senor Marin, had been translated into 
Spanish to appear in Boletin del Bombero, the official fire department 
and fire prevention journal of Cuba. 

Senor Captain Marin is an enthusiastic and progressive fire pre- 
ventionist and is doing a grand and wonderful work in putting the cities 
and the provinces of that beautiful island into first-class shape. 

A copy of the Municipal Journal article, he has sent to the President 
of the Confederate Corps of Firemen of Cuba. 

Senor Captain Marin has also written a splendid article on fire pre- 
vention, a copy of which he was kind enough to furnish this department. 
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GOURT SUSTAINS ORDERS. 



It has not been the idea of this office to persecute, but to correct, 
and where fire hazard conditions have been found, orders to correct 
these have been placed. In Cincinnati, Dayton, Canton, Lancaster and 
other places, failure to comply with Sections 836-2 and 837 of the Fire 
Marshal's Law resulted in taking the recalcitrants into court. In every 
instance the presiding judge inflicted severe penalties upon the guilty. 

Section 836-2 reads — "If any person fails to comply with an order 
* . * * within the time fixed, then such office is empowered and au- 
thorized to cause such building or premises to be repaired, torn down, 
demolished, materials removed and all dangerous conditions remedied 
* * * at the expense of such person, and if such person within 
thirty days thereafter, fail, neglect or refuse to pay said officer the ex- 
pense incurred by him, such officer shall certify said expenses, together 
with twenty-five per centum penalty thereon to the County Auditor of 
the county in which said property is situated, and said County Auditor 
shall enter said expense on the tax duplicates of said county as a special 
charge against the real estate on which said building is or was situate 
and the same shall be collected as other taxes and when collected, shall 
together with the penalty thereon, be refunded to such officer." 

Section 837 provides for a fine of from $10.00 to $50.00 for each 
day's neglect to comply with an order. 

SPECIAL PAMPHLETS. 

In order to bring the rules and regulations governing garages and 
dry cleaning and dry dying establishments up to date, this department 
carefully revised its books of rules, citing definitely just what sections 
lay within the jurisdiction of the Fire Marshal's Department, which in 
the Department of Workshops and Factories and which with the State 
Board of Health. 

Recognizng the need of a pamphlet that would aid small towns in 
the organization of adequate fire departments, a booklet was prepared, 
submitted to the National Board of Fire Underwriters and other experts;* 
and sent out to places calling for such information. Copies of this little 
volume were eagerly sought for. 

FARM FIRE DANGERS. 

There being many calls from rural communities concerning, farm 
fire hazards, this office caused to be tabulated the common causes of farm 
fires and sent out, in form, thousands of copies. 

Following are some of the dangers specified : 

"Store no grain in barns. 

"See that barn and important buildings have standard lightning rods; that 
the rods are properly GROUNDED, and there is no escape of the electric fluid 
to wire fences, 
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"Clean and ventilate the barn. Cleanliness is fire's most potent foe. Proper 
ventilation makes for healthy stock and reduces the chances of spontaneous com- 
bustion. 

"Build farm buildings so that one fire will not destroy all. Build with refer- 
ence to the direction of the prevailing wind. 

"The barn is not a catch-all for farm junk. Rubbish is unsanitary; fire 
breeder, and takes up room needed for other things. 

"Use electric flash lights or electric lanterns. The old-fashioned oil lantern 
is a costly contrivance in the end! 

"Curled up shingles, badly hung doors, gaping windows and warped siding 
simply invite entrance to the vagrant spark. 

"The farm barn is a poor place to house the farmhand and his PIPE! 

"Matches in old clothes hung on the harness pegs are invitations to fire. 

"An automobile or tractor has no place in the farm barn. Build a garage. 

"Concrete cisterns conserve the rainfall from barn roofs against a dry time 
and supply fire-fighting agents. 

"Own two ladders that will reach the roof of the highest building in your 
vicinity. 

"Common baking soda, 4 ounces to a gallon of water, makes a splendid fire 
extinguisher. 

"Four ounces of salt to a gallon of water will prevent fire barrels from 
freezing in the temperate zone. If it gets colder, add more salt. 

'The axe and the fire bucket should always be in their proper place. 

'Keep the pump away from the barn. A fire will often put the water supply 
out of commission. A frozen pump means a total fire loss. 

"Be careful of grass, woods, rubbish and bon-fires. 

"Do not allow children to play with matches or fire. Keep matches in a 
tin box in ONE place. Be sure the match is out before throwing it away. 

"Carrying matches, candles or lamps int3 clothes closets make for a burned 
house. 

"Examine all flues, chimneys and flue openings frequently. 

"Do not stop up flue holes with paper or rags. Allow no cobwebs or trash 
in the attic. 

"Keep the gasoline can out of the house, and see that it is painted RED. 
Paint the coal oil can WHITE, and label it "COAL OIL." 

"Better a machine gun without ammunition than a country with a scarcity 
of food! 

"We MUST and WILL win the WAR!" 

SAFEGUARDING GRAIN. 

After the harvest of 191 7, enemy activity became apparent in the 
destruction of the garnered foodstuffs by fire. This department im- 
mediately issued a special bulletin, calling attention to the destruction 
and asking for conservation and protection. Part of this bulletin fol- 
lows : 

"With heads poised, like an adder brood coiled to strike, alien 
enemies now watch a chance to destroy our foodstuffs. 

Our grains have been garnered and sent to mills, elevators, and 
terminals. By eliminating the fire causes noted, and ordered removed, 
by the 250 Government and State Inspectors who have been cleaning 
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Ohio of the red peril hazard, the danger of destruction by the devouring 
element has been reduced to 85 per cent. 

Individual fire equipment, from the barrel and pail, to the most 
modern sprinklered service has been inspected, but — it is up to the 
owner now to see that all orders from this department are carried out 
to the letter and that the food products from the raw kernel to the carton 
are CONSERVED. 

Conservation is the act of preserving, guarding and protecting, and 
this definition now applies to each individual. No plant should be left 
unguarded for a moment. It makes no difference whether our grain is 
stored (a few hundred bushels or more) in a ramshackle elevator of 
ancient type, or in one of modern construction and sprinklered equip- 
ment — the danger of fire — and worse — is always present." 



DON'T FORGET. 
A dollar burned, buys no bread. 



Upon analysis, a kicker is generally found to be a slacker. 



Just because a town has never had a bad fire, is no reason it never 
will! 



He who aids in lessening the fire loss of America is a National 
Benefactor. 



One spark can undo in an hour, in timber, what it took the Creator 
a hundred years to fashion. 



It is easief to do a little thinking and prevent a fire than it is to put 
it out when the fire is started. 



An inefficient night watchman is a dangerous fire hazard; no night 
watchman is a crime against your community. 



The alien arsonist is a hydra-headed viper; he strikes his venomed 
fangs into the very vitals of his prey. Scotch him ! 



A rattlesnake gives fair warning before striking; the copperhead 
strikes blindly in the dark — the arsonist is a copperhead. 



He who fails to see a fire hazard in his own property, when it is 
shown him, displays the same judgment as an ostrich that hides its head 
in the sand and thinks itself concealed. 



1 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENT. 

TABLE NO. i — Fires and Losses since Department was Established. 

TABLE NO. 2 — Number of Fires and Loss, by Months, 1917. 

TABLE NO. 3 — Classification of Property and Damage to Each. 

TABLE NO. 4 — Summary of Causes with Property Loss from Each. 

TABLE NO. 5 — Classification of Property Burned and Causes. 

TABLE NO. 6 — Incendiary Fires, by Months. 

TABLE NO. 7 — Number of Fires, Character and Amount of Loss, 

by Counties. 

TABLE NO. 8 — Number and Nature of Inspections, by Counties. 

TABLE NO. 9 — Results of Prosecutions (1900-1917). 

TABLE NO. 10 — Results of Investigations — 1917. 

TABLE NO. 11 — Convictions Classified by Motives. 

TABLE NO. 12 — Prosecutions for Arson, by Counties. 
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TABLE NO. 1. 
Fires and Losses Ry Years Since Department Was Established. 

Year. No. Fires. Loss. 

1901 .../. 7 ,011 $11 , 196 , 189 

1902 5,194 8,000,000 

1903 6,025 7,797,995 

1904 5,812 6,850,578 

1905 4,581 6,112,707 

1906 4,448 6,990,11 1 

1907 4,534 7,077,702 

1908 5,322 6,681,703 

1909 4,544 6,537,061 

1910 4,724 6,952,320 

1911 4,930 5,718,120 

1912 5,991 8,060,412 

1913 5,340 8,952,279 

1914 7,033 7,889,622 

1915 4,653 5,547,786 

1916 6,042 6,376,443 

1917 5,803 7,426,300 



TABLE NO. 2. 

Number of Fires and Loss, By Months. 

Month. No. Fires. 

January 513 

February 785 

March 487 

April . . 458 

May 463 

June ; " 201 

July 337 

August , 498 

September 397 

October 513 

November 431 

December 720 



5,803 

TABLE NO. 3. 
Classification cf Property and Damage to Each. 



Cause. No. Fires. 

Apartments . . . . : 101 

Automobiles 158 

Bakeries 26 

Barber shops 29 

Barns and stables 610 

Blacksmith shops 19 

Churches 36 



Loss. 

1920,572 
1,108,547 
518,320 
634,514 
526,733 
370,742 
314,695 
537,870 
389,047 
836,503 
526,432 
742,415 

$7,426,300 



Damage to 

Building and 

Contents. 

$75,678 
48,397 
83,405 
11,579 

955,570 
15,330 
72,009 
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TABLE NO. 3 — Continued. 

Damage to 
Building and 
Cause. No. Fires. Contents. 

Club and lodge rooms 25 27 ,371 

Dry cleaning 21 8,642 

I>wellings 2,879 1,415,539 

Flats , 88 50,140 

Garages , 181 167,362 

Hotels 40 57,016 

Kitchens 14 940 

Laundries 21 23,090 

Livery barns 24 39,002 

Manufactories 183 1 ,815,863 

Meat markets 15 32,790 

Moving picture shows , . 30 108,562 

Offices . 58 35,189 

Poultry houses 21 4,895 

Printing shops 10 2,665 

Restaurants 38 32,719 

Rooming houses 54 87,385 

Saloons 50 121,188 

School houses 52 240,320 

Sheds 224 101,200 

Shops .. 54 32,459 

Stores . . . . : 428 1,105,894 • 

Tailor shops . 12 3,000 

Tool houses 10 1 , 990 

Warehouses and storage " 147 412,145 

Cars, rail-way and electric. 62 43, 115 

Lumber yards and piles 18 124 , 188 

Unclassiified. 

Beer boxes 1 20 

Boiler house 1 250 

Brewery 2 10 

Burr box 1 150 

Charcoal elevator 1 3 , 500 

Clothes closet 1 40 

Court house 2 500 

Children's Home 1 8,000 

Dry kiln 1 50 

Elevators 3 35,000 

Electric sign 1 4,500 

Engine house 1 25 

Fence 2 27 

Foundry , 3 330 

Grass lots 2 

Green house 3 2 , 500 

Halls 1 25 

Hand ball court 1 10 

Hay stack 2 125 

Hospitals 3 4,395 



1 
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TABLE NO. 3 — Concluded. 



Cause. 

Ice house 

Jail 

Milk depot . . . 
Milk house . . . 
Moulding flask 

Morgue 

Oil tanks 

Orphanage . . . 
Packing house 
Pool room . . . 

Refinery : 

Saw mill 

Smoke house . 
Straw stack . . 
Test house . . . 

Tower 

Upholstering . 
Wagon 



* 

No. Fires. 
1 


Damage to 

Building and 

Contents. 

250 


1 


165 


2 


25 


1 


10 


1 


644 


1 


25 


2 


1,679 


1 


1,200 


1 


500 


3 


2,394 


1 


100 


2 


600 


10 


1,704 


1 


100 


1 


10 


1 


700 


1 


50 


1 


50 






5,803 


$7,426,300 



TABLE NO. 4. 
Summary of Causes With Property Loss From Each. 

Damage to 
Building and 
Cause. No. Fires. Contents. 

Adjoining , 398 $503,010 

Ashes and wood 32 21,219 

Burning rubbish 97 27,020 

Children playing with fire 26 19,215 

Chimney soot burning 54 37,433 

Clothes from stove 59 13,388 

Christmas tree 6 2 ,520 

Coals from grate '. 7 28,561 

Coals from stove 15 10,874 

Defective flue 443 383,268 

Defective grates 67 25, 646 

Defective stovepipe 39 7,640 

Drapery from stove 6 637 

Electric wires 207 571,564 

Films ignited 11 13,107 

Flatirons 32 19,828 

Friction 16 72,735 

Gas explosion 114 120,296 

Gas jet 71 56,008 

Gasoline explosion 153 128,620 

Gasoline stove explosion > 17 12,076 

Gasoline torch 15 70,262 



i, 
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TABLE NO. 4 — Concluded. 

Damage to 
Building and 
Cause. No. Fires. Contents. 

Hot plate • 31 114,940 

Incendiary 146 141,592 

Kerosene lamp explosion 41 18,718 

Kerosene lantern explosion 6 2,315 

Kerosene stove explosion 59 40,597 

Kettle grease or tar 40 85,245 

Lightning (rodded) 6 10,355 

Lightning (unrodded) : 209 359,550 

Matches, carelessness with... 367 130,605 

Matches, child 209 74,648 

Matches, rat or mouse 40 23,369 

Rubbish ignited 24 12,104 

Rubber hose connections 33 6,988 

Smoke houses 18 1 , 684 

Smokers' carelessness 222 117,023 

Spark from chimney 640 237 ,285 

Spark from locomotive 92 116, 935 

Spark from smokestack *. 20 16,046 

Spark from traction engine 17 24,990 

Spontaneous combustion 193 180,210 

Suspicions 128 625 , 645 

Thawing water pipes ; 76 44 ,204 

Tramps ........* 36 161,220 

Undetermined 477 1 ,488,399 

Woodwork from furnace 115 195,818 

Woodwork from grates. 37 4,652 

Woodwork from heater 11 27,120 

Woodwork from stoves 277 206,111 

Woodwork from stovepipes 88 33,615 

Unclassified 260 788,249 



5,803 $7,426,300 



M S. V. M 



V 



ANNUAL REPORT 



TABLE NO. 5. 
Classification of Property Burned and Causes. 



Property. 



Causes. 



Number 

of 

Fires. 



Apartments 101 



Bakeries 



26 



Blacksmith shops 19 



Barber shops 



29 



Adjoining 

Ashes and wood 

Burning rubbish 

Clothes from stove 

Coals from grate 

Coals from stove 

Defective grate 

Defective flue 

Electric wires 

Flat iron 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Gasoline stove explosion. 

Incendiary 

Kerosene stove -explosion 

Match carelessness 

Matches, child with 

Matches, rat or mouse... 
Smokers' carelessness . . . 

Spark from chimney 

Spontaneous combustion. 

Thawing water pipes 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from furnace 
Woodwork from stove... 

Defective flue 

Defective stovepipe 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Hot plate 

Kettle of grease or tar.. 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from smokestack.. 

Smoker's carelessness 

Spontaneous combustion. 

Suspicions 

Unclassified 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from heater.. 
Woodwork stovepipe 

Adjoining 

Burning rubbish 

Defective flue 

Defective stovepipe 

Electric wires 

Spark from chimney 

Suspicions 

Undetermined 

Woodwork heater 

Woodwork stove 

Adjoining 

Defective flue 

Electric wires « 



7 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
8 
8 
1 

13 
3 
9 
3 

13 
1 

11 

1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 

4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 

4 
1 
2 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 



Causes. 



Number 

of 

Fires. 



Barber Shops — Concluded. 



Barns and stables 



610 



'I!. 



Churches 



m 



Club and lodge. 



25 



Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Kerosene stove explosion 

Match carelessness 

Suspicious , 

Spark from chimney 

Undetermined 

Woodwork heater 

Woodwork stove 

Woodwork stovepipe 



Adjoining 

Ashes and wood 

Burning rubbish 

Children playing with fire.. 

Defective flue 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Gasoline explosion 

Incendiary 

Kerosene Lantern 

Kerosene stove 

Kerosene lamp 

Lightning (Unrodded) 

Matches, carlessness with . . . 

Matches , child with 

Matches, rat or mouse.... 

Rubbish ignited 

Smokers' carelessneess 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from locomotive 

Spark from traction engine 
Spark from smokestack .... 

Suspicious 

Spontaneous combustion . . 

Thawing waterpipes. . . 

Tramps 

Unclassified 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove 



Adjoining 

Defective flue 

Burning rubbish 

Defective stovepipe . . . 

Electric wires 

Lightning 

Match carelessness.... 
Sparks from chimney. 
Smoker's carelessness . 

Undetermined 

Unclassified 

Woodwork furnace . . . 
Woodwork heater 
Woodwork from stove 



Defective flue 

Drapery from stove. 
Kettle grease or tar, 



1 
1 
3 
4 
2 
4 
1 
2 
2 
2 

49 
2 
27 
5 
3 
7 
1 
9 

24 

6 

4 

2 

132 

25 

36 

11 

12 

15 

18 

9 

12 

20 

7 

24 
1 

16 

7 

134 

5 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
3 
1 
1 
6 
6 
1 
2 

2 
1 
1 



1 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 




Number 

of 
I Fires. 



Club and Lodge — Concluded. 



Dwellings 2,879 



Match, carelessness with. 

Rubbish ignited 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from locomotive.. 
Woodwork from furnace, 
Woodwork from stove . . . 
Woodwork from heater.. 



Adjoining 

Ashes 

Burning rubbish 

Child playing with fire 

Coals from grate 

Coals from stove 

Chimney soot burning 

Clothes from stove 

Christmas tree 

Defective flues 

Defective grates 

Defective stovepipe 

Drapery from stove 

Electric wires 

Flatiron 

Gas jet 

Gas explosion 

Gasoline explosion 

Gasoline stove explosion 

Gasoline torch , 

Hot plate 

Incendiary , 

Kerosene lantern 

Kerosene lamp 

Kerosene stove explosion . . . 

Kettle grease or tar 

Lightning (Unrodded) .... 
Matches, carelessness with.. 

Matches, child, with 

Matches, .rat or mouse 

Rubber hose connections... 

Rubbish ignited 

Smokers' carelessness 

Sparks from chimney 

Spark from locomotive.... 

Spark from smokestack 

Spark from traction engine, 

Spontaneous combustion 

Suspicious , 

Thawing water pipes 

Tramps 

Undetermined , 

Unclassified 

Woodwork from furnace.. 

Woodwork from heater 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from grates 

Woodwork from stovepipe. 



3 

1 
4 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 

153 
16 
25 
18 

5 
12 
48 
43 

8 

376 

57 

21 

6 
54 
21 
50 
57 
34 
17 

1 

16 
49 

3 
26 
33 

9 

53 

219 

108 

20 

25 

15 

87 

524 

26 

2 

3 

59 
13 
57 

6 
143 
21 
67 
23 
167 
26 
58 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 




Dry cleaners 



Flats 



88 



Garages 181 



Clothes from stove 

Gasoline explosion 

Gas explosion 

Flatiron 

Friction 

Lightning (Unrodded) 
Undetermined 



Adjoining 

Ashes against wood 

Defective flue 

Defective grate 

Defective stovepipe 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Drapery from stove 

Gasoline explosion 

Gasoline stove explosion. 

Incendiary 

Kerosene stove explosion 
Lightning ( Unrodded ) . . . 
Match, carelessness with. 

Match , child with , 

Rubber hose connection . . 

Rubbish ignited 

Sparks from chimney 

Spontaneous combustion. . 

Smoker's carelessness . 

Undetermined 

Thawing water pipes 

Woodwork from heater. . 
Woodwork from furnace. 
Woodwork from stove. . . 
Christmas tree 



Adjoining 

Ashes 

Burning rubbish 

Defective flue 

Defective grate 

Electric wires 

Gasoline explosion 

Incendiary 

Kerosene lamp 

Kerosene stove 

Matches, carelessness with, 

Matches, child with 

Sparks from chimney 

Spark from locomotive. . . , 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spontaneous 

Suspicions 

Undetermined 

Unclassified , 

Woodwork heater 

Woodwork stovepipe 

Woodwork stove 



2 
9 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 

13 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

18 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

19 
2 
1 
1 
5 
1 

12 
1 
5 
2 
2 
9 

45 
5 
2 
4 

10 
3 
1 
1 
7 
9 

11 

20 

15 
1 
1 

14 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 



Hotels 40 



Kitchens 14 



Laundries 21 



Livery barns 



24 



Manufactories 183 



Causes. 



Adjoining 

Burning rubbish 

Chimney soot burning 

Defective flue 

Defective stovepipe 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Hot plate 

Lightning (Rodded) 

Matches, carelessness with 

Rubbish ignited 

Spark from chimney. 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spontaneous combustion . . , 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork furnace , 

Defective flue , 

Defective stovepipe , 

Gas jet , 

Gasoline stove explosion . . 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove .... 

Burning rubbish , 

Gas jet 

Hot plate 

Matches, carelessness with. 

Smoker's carelessness 

Spark locomotive 

Spark smokestack 

Spontaneous combustion . . , 

Unclassified 

Undetermined 

Adjoining 

Electric wires 

Lightning (Unrodded) 

Matches, carelessness with. 

Matches, child with 

Smokers' carelessness , 

Tramp 

Undetermined 

Unclassified 

Adjoining 

Rurning rubbish , 

Defective flue 

Electric wires 

Friction 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Gasoline explosion 

Hot plate 

Incendiary 

Kettle grease or tar , 

Lightning (Unrodded) 



Number 

of 
1 Fires. 



2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
14 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
5 
2 
4 
1 
1 

1 
4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
4 

10 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
4 
1 

10 
1 
1 

21 
2 
4 
2 
4 
2 
7 

15 
1 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 



Causes. 



Number 

of 
) Fires. 



Manufacturers — Concluded. 



Meat market 



Moving picture shows 



Offices 



18 



30 



58 



Matches, carelessness with. 

Matches, child with 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from smokestack... 
Smokers' carelessness .... 
Spontaneous combustion . . 

Suspicious 

Thawing water pipes. 

Tramp 

Rubber hose 

Unclassified 

Undetermined , 

Woodwork from stove. . . . 
Woodwork from furnace . 
Woo4work stovepipe 

Adjoining 

Electric wires 

Kettle grease or tar 

Match carelessness 

Spontaneous combustion . . 

Suspicions 

Unclassified 

Undetermined , 

Woodwork from stove 

Adjoining 

Electric wires , 

Gas explosion 

Film ignited , 

Gas jet 

Gasoline explosion 

Kettle grease or tar 

Match carelessness 

Smokers' carelessness 

Rubber hose connection . . . 

Woodwork furnace 

Woodwork heater : 

Undetermined 

Adjoining 

Chimney soot burning 

Defective flue 

Defective stovepipe 

Electric wires 

Flatiron 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Hot plate . . 

Incendiary 

Matches, carelessness with 

Matches , child with 

Smokers' carelessness 

Sparks from chimney 

Spark from locomotive . . . 
Spontaneous combustion.. 

Undetermined 

Tramp 



4 
2 
1 
8 
11 
17 
1 
2 
1 
1 

12 

36 

6 

12 

1 

2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
4 
1 

2 
2 
1 

11 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 

6 
1 
5 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
5 
1 
7 
2 
2 
4 
5 
1 



• 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 




Number 

of 

Fires. 



Offices — Concluded. 



Poultry houses 21 



Printing shops 10 



Restaurants 38 



Rooming houses 64 



Woodwork from heater 
Woodwork from stove . . 



Adjoining 

Burning rubbish , 

Ashes against wood 

Gas explosion 

Kerosene lamp 

Matches , child with 

Unclassified 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from furnace. 



Adjoining 

Electric wires 

Rubber hose connection. 
Spontaneous combustion 
Woodwork from grate. . 



Adjoining 

Burning rubbish 

Defective flue 

Flatiron 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Gasoline explosion 

Hot plate 

Incendiary 

Kettle grease or tar 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spark from chimney 

Spontaneous combustion . . . 

Unclassified 

Undetermined 

Woodwork heater 

Woodwork from furnace . . 
Woodwork from stove.... 
Woodwork from stovepipe. 



Adjoining 

Clothes from stove 

Defective flue ; 

Defective grate 

Defective stovepipe 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Gasoline explosion 

Gasoline stove 

Hot plate 

Incendiary 

Matches, carelessness with 

Matches, child with. 

Rubber hose connection... 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spontaneous combustion . . . 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove 



1 

7 

2 
2 

1 
1 
7 
1 
3 
3 
1 

3 
3 
1 
2 
1 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
4 
1 

3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
5 
2 
1 
1 
3 
10 
1 
1 
7 
3 
2 
6 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 



Causes. 



Number 

of 

Fires. 



Saloons 50 



i 



School Houses 



52 



Shedi 



224 



Adjoining 

Coals from grate 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Incendiary 

Kerosene stove explosion . . 

Kettle grease or tar 

Matches, carelessness with. 

Smokers' carelessness 

Sparks from chimney 

Spark locomotive .... 

Spontaneous combustion . . 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from heater 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from stovepipe 

Adjoining 

Clothes from stove 

Coals from stove 

Defective flue 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Incendiary 

Lightning 

Matches, carelessness with. 

Matches, rat with 

Sparks from chimney 

Spark from locomotive 

Spontaneous combustion... 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from furnace. . 
Woodwork from stovepipe 

Adj oining 

Ashes 

Burning rubbish , 

Child with fire 

Clothes from stove 

Electric wire , 

Gasoline explosion 

Gas jet , 

Gas explosion 

Flatiron 

Hot plate 

Incendiary 

Kerosene lamp 

Kerosene stove explosion . , 

Lightning (Unrodded) 

Matches , careless with 

Matches, child with 

Smoker's carelessness 

Sparks from chimney 

Spark from locomotive 

Spark traction engine 

Spontaneous combustion. . 
Unclassified 



5 
2 
5 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
7 
2 
1 
4 
7 
1 
3 
1 

1 
1 
1 

10 
2 
2 
4 
1 
2 
1 
5 
1 
3 
8 
6 
1 
3 

28 
3 

1(3 
2 
1 
4 
5 
1 
4 
1 
1 
8 
1 
2 
4 

16 

25 
1 
4 
4 
1 
6 

10 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 



Sheds — Concluded. 



Shops 



54 



Stores 



428 



Causes. 



Number 

of 
I Fires. 



Undetermined 

Woodwork furnace 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from stovepipe 

Adjoining 

Burning rubbish 

Coals from stove 

Defective flue 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Friction * 

Hot plate 

Incendiary 

Rubbish ignited 

Kettle grease or tar 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spark from chimney 

Spontaneous combustion . . . 

Spark from locomotive 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from heater . . . 
Woodwork from stovepipe 

Adjoining 

Ashes 

Burning rubbish 

Chimney soot burning 

Coals from stove 

Child with fire 

Clothes from stove 

Defective flue 

Defective grate 

Defective stovepipe 

Electric wires 

Flatiron 

Gas explosion 

Gas jet 

Gasoline explosion 

Gasoline stove explosion.. 

Gasoline torch 

Hot plate 

Incendiary 

Kerosene stove explosion. 
Kerosene lamp explosion.. 

Kettle grease or tar 

Lightning (Rodded) 

Lightning (Unrodded 

Matches, carlessness with. . 

Matches, child with 

Matches, rat or mouse 

Smokers' carelessness .... 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from locomotive 
Spontaneous combustion... 

Suspicious 

Thawing water pipes 

Unclassified 



59 
3 

11 
3 

5 
1 
1 
2 

4 
4 
3 
2 

1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
7 
2 
8 
5 
2 
1 

44 
1 
5 
3 
1 
1 
3 

13 
2 
6 

26 
4 

10 
5 
6 
2 
3 
3 

h 



35 
7 
8 

36 
9 
3 

24 
2 
9 

16 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 



Causes. 



Stores — Concluded. 



Tailor shops 



12 



Toolhouse 10 



Warehouses 137 



Automobiles 158 



Undetermined 

Woodwork from furnace.. 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from stovepipe, 
Woodwork from heater 



Adjoining 

Electric wires 

Flatiron : 

Gas explosion 

Rubber hose connection. 

Incendiary 

Woodwork from heater. 



Defective flue 

Gasoline explosion 

Matches, carelessness with. 
Spontaneous combustion . . . 

Suspicious 

Woodwork from heater. ... 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from stovepipe. 

Adjoining 

Ashes 

Burning rubbish 

Child with fire 

Defective flue 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Gasoline explosion 

Gasoline torch 

Incendiary 

Kettle grease or tar j . . 

Kerosene lamp explosion... 
Kerosene stove explosion. . 

Lightning (Unrodded) 

Matches, carelessness with. 

Matches , child with 

Rubbish ignited 

Spontaneous combustion. . . 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from locomotive 

Spark from smokestack 

Smokers' carelessness 

Tramp 

Suspicious 

Unclassified 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from heater 

Woodwork from stove 

Woodwork from stovepipe. 



Adjoining 

Child with fire 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion .... 
Gasoline explosion 
Gasoline torch 



Number 

of 
I Fires. 



72 

11 

26 

4 

3 

3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

7 

1 

4 

1 

4 

9 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

4 

6' 

2 

3 

6 

2 

13 
2 
4 
3 
2 

15 

31 
1 
7 
2 

40 
1 

19 
1 

38 
1 



1 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued. 



Property. 




Number 

of 
| Fires. 



Automobiles — Concluded. 



Cars, railway and electric 



Lumber yards and piles 



62 



18 



Incendiary 

Matches, carelessness with 

Kerosene lantern 

Kerosene stove 

Matches , child with 

Smokers' carelessness 

Spark locomotive 

Suspicious 

Spontaneous combustion . . 

Undetermined 

Unclassified 



Adjoining 

Ashes against wood 

Coals from grate 

Electric wires 

Gas explosion 

Gasoline torch 

Gasoline explosion 

Incendiary 

Kerosene lamp 

Matches, carelessness with. 

Matches , child with 

Sparks from locomotive . . . 
Sparks from smokestack. . 
Spontaneous combustion . . . 

Tramp k . . 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from heater . . . 

Unclassified 

Woodwork from stove .... 
Woodwork from stovepipe 



Adjoining 

Child with fire 

Incendiary 

Matches, carelessness with, 

Spark from chimney 

Spark from locomotive 

Spontaneous combustion . . , 

Suspicious 

Tramps 

Undetermined 



3 
6 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
7 
29 

2 
4 
1 
4 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
8 
1 
5 
2 
15 
1 
1 
5 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
3 
2 
3 
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UNCLASSIFIED. 



Property. 



Brewery 2 

Beer boxes 1 

Burr box 1 

Boiler house 1 

Children's home 1 

Court house 2 

Charcoal elevator 1 

Clothes closet 1 

Dry kiln 1 

Elevator — grain 3 

Engine house 1 

Green houses . . . 3 

Grass lots 2 

Foundry 3 

Fence 2 

Hospital 3 

Hall . 1 

Hay stack 2 

Hand-ball court 1 

Ice house 1 

Jail ...." 1 

Milk depot , 2 

Moulding flask 1 

Morgue 1 

Orphanage 1 



Causes. 



Spark from coal bunkers 
Spontaneous combustion . 



Incendiary 
Friction . . 



Spark from boiler 

Smokers' carelessness 



Spontaneous combustion 
Woodwork from heater. 



Coals from engine, 
Rubbish ignited . . . 
Coals from kiln. . . 



Gasoline .explosion. . . . 

Unknown 

Woodwork from stove 



Flectric wires 



Spark from chimney... 

Undetermined 

Woodwork from stove, 



Rubbish burning 



Spark from cupola, 
Coals from engine. 



Rubbish ignited 



Woodwork from furnace 
Woodwork from stove... 



Woodwork from stove. 



Lightning 

Match carelessness 



Smoker's carelessness 
Undetermined 



Defective flue 

Matches, carelessness with 

Woodwork from mould . . . 



Electric wires 



Chimney soot burning. 



Number 

of 
I Fires. 



1 
1 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



2 
1 



2 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

I 
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TABLE NO. 5 — Continued; 



Property. 



Causes. 



Number 

of 
I Fires. 



Pool rooms 3 

Packing house 1 

Refinery 1 

Smokehouse 10 

Straw stack 1 

Saw mill 2 

Tower 1 

Test house 1 

Wagon 1 

Oil tanks 2 



Incendiary 

Matches, earless with 

Spark from chimney 

Undetermined 

Oil explosion 

Smoke house 

Defective flue 

Lightning 

Spark from locomotive 

Spark from traction engine 

Spark from locomotive 

Woodwork from stove 

Gasoline explosion 

Lightning ( Unrodded ) 
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TABLE NO. 6. 
Incendiary Fires by Months. 



1917. 



i 

PQ 



o . 

CO 

<u bo 
s c 

CtJ 

> 



I 



bfic/i 
ctf bO 

Q 





c 


CA 


c 
o 


o 
U 

o 


0> 




■*-♦ 


<4H 


■M 


<u 


O 


o . 


a> .: 


1* 


en 






9 v 


OS 4> 


3~ 

> 


Q~ 


3 



January . . 
February . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October . . 
November 
December 
Totals 



$36,550 

41,520 

125,250 

178,350 

121,725 

22,500 

35 , 100 

90,950 

9,700 

209,700 

6,630 

12,450 



$4,540 
3,971 
7,067 
8,324 
7,590 
3,500 
6,710 
4,506 
10,000 
11,900 
4,149 
2,068 



$890,425 I $74,325 



$8,215 

23,100 

35,415 

85,200 

23,535 

2,100 

1,985 

86,175 

13,300 

186,472 

11,175 

10,700 



$487,372 



$4,285 
2,075 
5,029 
6,075 
2,515 
1,189 
3,159 

12,756 
9,125 
7,190 
2,585 
2,425 



$58,408 



13 
15 
12 
15 
20 

4 
10 
12 
10 
17 
12 

6 



146 



l 
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TABLE NO. 8. 
Number and Nature of Inspections, by Counties. 



County. 



i 



Orders. 



E 2 

3"*- 



0> 



o &> 
G* 

H 



Adams 

Allen 

Ashland 

Ashtabula 

Athens 

Auglaize 

Belmont 

Brown 

Butler 

Carroll 

Champaign 

Clark 

Clermont 

Clinton 

Columbiana .... 

Coshocton 

Crawford 

Cuyahoga 

Darke 

Defiance 

Delaware 

Erie 

Fairfield 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Fulton . . 

GaMia 

Geauga 

Greene 

Guernsey 

Hamilton 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Harrison 

Henry 

Highland 

Hocking 

Holmes 

Huron 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Knox 

Lake 

Lawrence 

Licking 

Logan 

Lorain 

Lucas 

Madison 

Mahoning 

Marion , , , , , , , , , 



100 
.460 
168 
209 
209 
249 
389 
176 
237 

47 

97 
159 
216 
106 
306 

21 

92 
623 

50 
210 

56 
270 
460 

75 
670 

50 
140 

20 

74 

59 

1,009 

325 

176 

150 

51 
160 
113 

30 
115 
174 

68 
116 

61 

90 
184 
222 
131 
132 

43 
672 
392 



100 
460 
168 
209 
208 
248 
389 
176 
236 

47 

97 
158 
216 
105 
306 

21 

92 
623 

50 
210 

56 
270 
460 

75 
669 

50 
140 

19 

74 

58 

1,008 

324 

176 

150 

49 
160 
113 

29 
115 
174 

68 
116 

61 

90 
184 
222 
127 
132 

43 
670 
392 



93 
420 
152 
125 

90 
240 
340 
163 
236 

31 

93 
154 
204 

82 
242 

14 

81 
618 

50 
209 

18 
162 
420 

62 
638 

50 
120 

13 

73 

58 
953 
305 
157 
130 

49 
137 

71 

29 

89 
161 

40 
100 

47 

81 
174 
218 
126 
119 

41 
436 
379 



C/J 

8 



u 



7 

40 

16 

84 

118 

8 

49 
13 

"ie> 

4 

4 
12 
23 
64 

7 
11 

5 
.... 

38 
108 
40 
13 
31 

"20 
6 
1 

"55 
19 
19 
20 

23 
42 

26 
13 
28 
16 
14 

9 
10 

4 

1 
13 

2 

234 

13 



M 
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TABLE NO. 8 — Concluded. 



County. 



8 






Orders. 



Medina 

Meigs 

Mercer 

Miami 

Monroe 
Montgomery 
Morgan 
Morrow . . . 
Muskingum 

Noble 

Ottawa .... 
Paulding . . . 

Perry 

Pickaway . . 

Pike 

Portage 

Preble 

Putnam 

Richland . . . 

Ross 

Sandusky . . 

Scioto 

Seneca 

Shelby 

Stark 

Summit 

Trumbull . . 
Tuscarawas 

Union 

Van Wert.. 

Vinton 

Warren 

Washington 
Wayne .... 
WiHiams . . , 

Wood 

Wyandot . . 

Total . 



<v 

6 

3 



o V 

nj C 
H 



en 

3 

8 

G 

U 



15,452 



15,429 



47 


47 


46 


1 


122 


122 


65 


57 


66 


66 


65 


1 


70 | 


70 | 


67 | 


3 


155 


155 


92 


63 


101 


99 


93 


6 


41 


41 
37 


41 
33 




37 


4 


37 


37 
37 


37 
16 




37 


21 


63 


63 


54 


9 


157 


157 
185 


157 
160 




185 
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TABLE NO. 9. 
Results op Prosecutions. 

Table showing number of convictions secured annually since the department 
was established: 

1901 16 

1902 30 

1903 36 

1904 29 

1905 46 

1906 39 

1907 72 

1908 46 

1 909 70 

1910 . , 30 

1911 85 

1912 . . . . 72 

1913 72 

1914 74 

1915 91 

1916 93 

1917 : 105 



TABLE NO. 10. • 

Result of Investigations — 1917. 

Confessions 79 

Warrants 130 

Arrests 129 

Bound Over 50 

Failed to Bind Over 2 

Indictments 47 

Failed to Indict 13 

Acquittals 7 

Disagreements 4 

Indictments Nolled .- 2 

Pleaded Guilty 8 

Convictions 105 
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TABLE NO. 11. 
Convictions Classified by Motives. 



To Defraud Insurance Company 11 « 



Earl Davis, 

Joseph Titus, 

Stephen Bilic, 

Henry Humble, 

J. L. Kuhlman, 

Edward Hawkins, 

Lewis Hawkins, 

J. J. Trask, 

James Taylor Looman, 

Louisa Watson, 

William A. Drumm. 



Malice or Revenge 



James Solic, 
Jack Dallas, 
Lloyd Boyer, 
Edward Dunning, 
John Gilles, 
Alfonso Batalgil, 
E. Glasman, 
Clarence Goist, 
Anna Lee, 
19 -{ Charles Howe, 

Matthew Lambert, 
John H. Patton, 
Harry Wilich, 
Martin Murphy, 
Howard Keller, 
Jacob Metzger, 
Julianna Shieptosky, 
N. C. Richards, 
Harry Castator. 



To Conceal Crime 



Arthur E. Sharp' 
Homer Balzett, 
6 I Lafayette Smythe, 
Willard McFarland, 
C. Shaw, 
Frank Hutsler. 



Pyromania and Insanity 



12 



i 



Frank Oliphant, 
Christiana Dress, 
Mary A. McComb, 
Henry Krisch, 
John Smith, 
Leroy Franklin Bright, 
William Livinbroe, 
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Pyromania and Insanity — Concluded 



Albert Gaines, 
Lester Hendrickson, 
Freddie Parsons, 
Mrs. Wiszbowsky, 
Charles Marks. 



Malicious Mischief , . . . 57 



Clarence Underwood, 
William Scott, 
Henry Liehn, 
John Marcocohy, 
Alfred Boyle, 
William Burgett, 
Alfred Findlay (Taylor), 
Charles Kerschner, 
John Prahl, 
Clarence Lake, 
Myrtle Walters, 
Anna Meyers, 
M. Meyers, 
Mary McDonald, 
Earl Bailey, 
William Sperling, 
Raymond Mast, 
Raymond Warnock, 
Howard Smith, 
Walter Smith, 
Albert McDonald, 
Raymond Ornert, 
Leonard Avery, 
Elmer J. Ogden, 
Ralph Smith, 
Dwight Whitmer, 
Joseph Fox, 
Robert Colt, 
Elisha Carter, 
Roy Stultz, 
Benton Stultz, 
Cecil Carter, 
Irvin Carter, 
Cecil Johnson, 
Victor Miller, 
Waldo Miller, 
Ralph Feather, 
John Ghent, 
Carl Thompson, 
Arthur Davis, 
Stanley Chchat, 
Frank Chchat, 
Charles Brooks, 
Frank Strifaika, 
Frank Twyford, 
Charles Dague, 
Louis Holden, 
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Malicious Mischief — Concluded , 



William Keeley, 
Ralph Boyer, 
Jim Long, 
John Kobab, 
Yara Piskac, 
Alfred Vandrai, 
Leonard Norotny, 
Raymond Norotny, 
Fred Metter, 
James Hazlett. 



TABLE NO. 12. 
Prosecutions for Arson, by Counties. 
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TABLE NO. 12 — Concluded. 



County. 
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JURIES DISAGREE 



One of the hardest fought cases this Department has had in years, 
and resulting in two disagreements of the jury, was that of Thurman 
Norton of Sidney, who had confessed that on October 28, 1916, at 11 153 
P. M. he set fire to a frame grocery, barber shop and meat shop at 237 
West Poplar Street. Norton, who was a prominent church member and 
member of secret societies, had been operating a grocery at the above num- 
ber for about three years. He had insurance of $1,300.00 on stock and 
fixtures, and confessed that he dropped a match through a hole in the 
floor and fired some grass and excelsior because he "was financially em- 
barrassed and disgusted with the business." The loss in this fire was 
$2,000.00 on the building, it being a total loss, and $1,300.00 on fixtures 
and contents. 

The main contention in court was upon the admission of the con- 
fession. So great was Mr. Norton's popularity in Sidney that the court 
room was crowded at both trials, with some of the best people in Sidney. 
His confession was made January 17, 1916, but upon his preliminary 
hearing he pleaded not guilty and waived examination. On February 
lj, 1917, the case wenl to the jury and this body disagreed after being 
out 23 hours. One June 2nd the case again came up and it lasted until 
June 9th when the jury took it, again disagreeing. The case was a 
good one, but public sentiment seems to have been with Norton. 

Another disagreement in a case where the man confessed to having 
set his house afire, was that of Sanford Black of Hebron, tried at 
Newark. Black confessed to this department that at 4:30 A. M. on June 
13, 19 1 7, he took some papers, and set fire to the house in Newark Street, 
Hebron, he and his family were occupying at that time. There were 
two fires that same morning, the other being at 3 130 A. M., and one fire 
could not have caught from the other. Black admitted to this depart- 
ment that he was in debt, and by firing the house, hoped to get at least 
part of his insurance — $1,200.00 on the contents. 

In spite of the confession the jury disagreed. 

A third disagreement by jury was in the case of Louis Weisen- 
berger of 1712 Hamilton Avenue, Cleveland, who had been bound over 
in $1,000.00 on March 21, 1917, for a fire that occurred at the above 
number at 8:48 P. M., February 10, 1917. The house was owned by 
J. Barth and occupied by Weisenberger. The latter had $500 insurance 
on the contents. Weisenberger was indicted for burning to prejudice 
and the value of the property destroyed was $200.00. The case came 
to trial June 8th, another jury disagreed. A new trial was set for July 
2nd, but an important witness was absent and a postponement was had. 
The case will come up for retrial. The jury stood seven to five for 
conviction. 
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1917 CONVICTIONS. 



Earl Davis, of Jefferson township, Jackson county, was sentenced 
to the Ohio penitentiary on his plea of guilty, on a charge of burning 
to prejudice his insurer. A confession secured by this Department 
showed that Davis was in trouble and needed $500.00 insurance which 
he carried on his household goods. The house in which he lived, belonged 
to Dan T. Davis. The fire occurred November 11, 1916, at 11 130 P. M. 
Part of the household goods had been removed before the fire, but 
$100.00 in contents and a $700 house were totally destroyed. Davis* 
trouble, he said, had been with his mother and brothers. 

Frank Oliphant, a sixteen-year-old boy, of Youngstown, was 
sentenced to Lancaster, on his confession that he had set fire to twenty- 
four buildings. Fire Chief Wallace's figures showed that this fellow 
had destroyed $91,000.00 worth of property. On January 2, 1917, a 
wooden shed used for the housing of wagons was found ablaze at 11 : 19 
P. M. On January 1, an attempt had been made to burn the warehouse 
of Dalzell Bros. This was a second attempt on the same place. Oliphant 
was suspected and upon being arrested and questioned admitted to set- 
ting fire to twenty-four buildings. This lad had pyromania in its worst 
form, — always attended fires, and in several instances had turned in 
fire alarms just to see the department run. "I never set fire to a churth 
nor to a big building," he said. "I didn't want anybody to ret bivno-1 
or hurt. I didn't want to be no hero and rescue girls from burning build- 
ings like books tell about," he continued. The fires began on August 
12 and the last one was on January 9, 191 7. 

James Solic, of Youngstown, one of the East Youngstown rioters, 
was fined $25.00 and costs and sentenced to ten days imprisonment for 
his part in that affair. His troubles began January 7, 191 6, about 9 P. M. 
Three attempts were made to burn Joe Copp's saloon, located on Wilson 
Avenue in East Youngstown. Fire after fire followed, also riot and a 
call for state troops. As a result of the riot there were ninety-nine in- 
dictments returned. About seventy-five buildings were destroyed during 
the riot, fourteen of them being saloons. The property loss was over 
$300,000.00, and a strike of steel workers was the cause. 

Homer Balzett, of Springfield, was sentenced to the penitentiary 
in February, after having been arrested, tried and convicted of arson. 
On November, 1916, this man, it is alleged, stole a mare from the 
farm of Chandler Robbins, of Clark County, placed another mare 
belonging to Mr. Robbins in the stall, and then set fire to the barn to 
conceal the crime of horse stealing. The barn valued at $400.00, to- 
gether with seven head of horses, grain and farm implements, added 
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$800.00 more to the loss score. The horse that was stolen was re- 
covered and returned to the owner. 

Joseph Titus, of Cleveland, was sentenced to Mansfield Reforma- 
tory. On July S, 1916, Titus, using a five-gallon jug of coal oil, set 
set fire to a two-story frame store and dwelling at 11 22 Walnut Street, 
Cleveland, at 1:02 A. M. The building was damaged $150.00 and the 
contents $150,000. The building was the property of James Parmelee and 
was occupied by Titus. The object was to get the insurance money., 
After the sentence, the Judge paroled Titus. 

Arthur E. Sharp, Vinton, Gallia County, was sentenced to the 
Ohio penitentiary and sentence suspended. He pleaded guilty to arson, 
made a motion for a new trial, then entered a plea to malicious destruc- 
tion of property and paid the court costs amounting to about $200.00. 
At 6 A. M., on November 20, 1916, the Hocking Valley Railway station 
at Vinton was burned. Sharp had been the agent but was told his . 
services were no longer required. The man was short, he said, about 
$100.00 as agent of the Adams Express Company. He worried over 
the shortage, until he became desperate, and knocked the stovepipe down 
in the office so that the blaze from the stove would go between the 
partition and flue and ignite some papers. He lighted a fire in the stove 
and the blaze he looked for came. Sharp, it is said, made good his  

shortage to both the railway and the express company. 

Jack Dallas, Napoleon, Henry County, was found guilty, during 
February, of setting fire to a barn on the Hogrife farm near Napoleon. 
He had been seen running from the vicinity of the fire and was after- 
ward found hiding in a ditch. The fire occurred at 7 P. M., January 1, 
1917, and the loss was $500.00 on building and $1,350.00 on contents. 
Henry Hogrife and wife occupied the place and Dallas was a relative. 
He had been jailed for an offense against society, and blamed Mr. Rog- 
rife for his troubles. Malice was his object in setting the place afire. 
Dallas was given an indeterminate sentence. 

Stefan Bilic, Cleveland was carrying about $1,800.00 worth of 
insurance on $400.00 worth of household goods. As a result he was 
convicted for a fire that occurred at 1445 East 32nd Street, Cleveland, 
February 11, 1917, at 8:05 P. M. Six separate and distinct fires were 
found in the building, and rags, clothing and beds were saturated with 
oil. Bilic was sent to the Mansfield Reformatory, February 14, 1917, 
for arson. 

Clarence Underwood, of Cincinnati, while under the influence of r 

liquor, set fire to a four-story brick rooming house and store at 326 East {, 

Fourth Street, owned by Mrs. S. Goodman and occupied by Underwood,  J 

his wife and some roomers. The fire occurred at 11 : 40 P. M., February ^ 

5, 1917. While intoxicated, Underwood first fired some clothes and then f 

a hand satchel. As nothing but personal property had been burned, the \ 

man was simply charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct and { 
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was given thirty days in the workhouse and fined the costs of the court 
proceedings. 

Lafayette Smythe, colored, was sent to the Boys' Industrial Home, 
Lancaster, for burning a barn at Urbana, at 7 : 20 P. M., January 4, 
1 91 7, and for burglarizing a grocery at that place March 12th. The 
barn belonged to John Douglass and was situated on East Reynolds 
Street. There was but little damage to the barn. 

Christiana Dress, a married woman of Sandusky, was committed 
to the Gallipolis Hospital. At 1 : 10 P. M., February 28, 1917, she was 
found at 1537 Harrison Street, Sandusky, tied hand and foot, and with the 
house afire. She had been subject to "spells", and on the day of the fire 
says she took chloroform, ether and alcohol "all together" for the tooth- 
ache. Then she took half a bushel of papers, put them in a basket and 
set fire to the same. Then she tide her feet and hands. She says she 
don't know why she did this, but blames it on the mixture she took for 
the toothache. Mrs. Dress had been subject to fainty spells for ten years. 
Epilesy is the cause of her trouble. 

Lloyd Boyer, fourteen, of Brockville, was before Judge Adams of 
Cleveland, confessed that he set fire to a schoolhouse in Snowville Road, 
Brocksville Township, March 9, 1917, at 6 P. M. A $1,100 fire resulted. 
The lad was convicted but was paroled to a farmer, and ordered to give 
$50 of his summer's wages to the township school board. 

Henry Humble, of Spring Valley Township, Green County, con- 
fessed that at 12 P. M., April 9, 1917, he took some coal oil in a bottle, 
placed some kindling on the porch of a house four miles south of Xenia, 
in which he had an interest, and set fire to the pile. The fire went out 
and the place was but slightly damaged. Humble had had sickness in 
the family, the property was insured and he thought, so he said, that 
he could burn the place, get some insurance money and, after selling 
three acres near the house, start again anew. As the property damage 
was only about $3.00, Humble was charged with malicious destruction 
only, and he was therefore given thirty days in the Xenia workhouse and 
was fined $25.00 and costs. The workhouse sentence was suspended. 

William Scott, twenty, of Washington Township, Stark County, 
confessed he set fire to the Fairmont school at Alliance, twice, once 
April 2nd, at 8:45 P. M., and April 10th, at 8: 45 P. M. The first fire 
resulted in a loss of $100.00, and the second, of $25.00. Scott's father 
was a member of the school board, and the young man said the only 
reason the building was set afire was that he, the culprit, "wanted to see 
them put up a new building." He was held to the Stark County Grand 
Jury in $500.00 bond, but as the lad was alleged to be feeble minded, he 
was charged with malicious destruction of property and sentenced to 
the Stark County workhouse, sentence being suspended during the good 
behavior of the accused. . The father was appointed a special custodian 
to have charge of, and look after the boy. 
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Henry Liehn, a Warren lad, confessed to having set fire to three 
different buildings of the Ohio Lamp Company, just to see the fire de- 
partment run. He was taken before the Probate Court. He was let go 
on probation, after confessing, with the understanding that his mother 
watch him carefully and see that he did not commit any more offences. 
The fires occurred at 12 : 05 P. M., April 176, 1917, and there was a $500 
loss on an equipment valued at half a million. 

John Marcochy, Lorain, was fined $50.00 and costs for malicious 
destruction of property. On April 2, 1917, at 11 140 P. M., a two-story 
frame dwelling at 2926 Elyria Street, Lorain, was the scene of a scare 
when Marcochy, who was on a spree, and who threatened to burn the 
place down, set fire to his shirt and coat, said personal property being 
hung in his bed room. 

J. L. Kuhlman, seventy, Marysville, indicted January 8, 1917, for 
burning his barn October 9, 1916, to get $675 of insurance, was sentenced 
to the penitentiary on his plea of guilty, but on account of his age he was 
placed on probation and ordered to report to the prosecuting attorney of 
Union county each month during a period of one year. The old man 
wanted the barn down and so set fire to it. He claimed that if he didn't 
"get a penny of insurance he wouldn't ask for it." 

Alfred Boyle, William Burget and Alfred Findlay, alias Tay- 
lor, got into trouble on account of a fire at 2: 30 A. M., April 5, 1917, 
in the rear of 2188 and 2182 Parsons Avenue, Columbus. The men were 
tramps, "can rushers," and did a little umbrella repairing on the side. 
They slept in barns and were general nuisances in the city. They would 
go to the infirmary for a time and the wanderlust would set them tramp- 
ing again. Probably a pipe caused the. fire, but anyhow the first two 
bums were given thirty days and costs for vagrancy and sentence was 
suspended on agreement that they leave town. Findlay was given thirty 
days in the workhouse and fined $20.00 and costs. 

Willliam Edward Dunning, in January, 1916, burned a barn be- 
longing to the Jacob Albright estate in Adams Township, Seneca County. 
Upon arrest, he pleaded guilty, and was bound over, implicating another, 
who, upon hearing, was dismissed. The fire occurred January 3d, and 
Dunning was sent to the Mansfield Reformatory. Revenge was the 
motive. 

Charles Kirschner, of Harrison Township, Montgomery County, 
confessed that he caused several fires in his vicinity. He was taken be- 
fore the court of domestic relations at Dayton, and after a hearing, was 
paroled, in custody of his father. He admitted striking a match and 
throwing it in the Jess Sanger barn, Hoover Avenue, Dayton; also to 
firing D. J. Kingry's straw stack and of throwing at match into a waste 
can at school. No material damage was done at any of the fires, but 
it was thought best to curb such youthful proclivities. 
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John Gilles, of Cleveland, pleaded guilty May 24, 1917, to having 
set fire to some of his mother-in-law's clothing, through spite. There 
was a loss of $300.00 to the wearing apparel, and $25.00 on the house 
located at 8304 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, and the fire occurred May 
5th at 9:43 P. M. The mother-in-law, who had been living at the Gilles 
home, was about to go to reside with another daughter and was going to 
divide the furniture with her three children. When the clothing of the 
mother-in-law was in a trunk and ready to be sent away, Gilles set fire 
to the outfit. On trial Gilles was found guilty, was given thirty days in 
jail and fined the costs. The judge suspended the sentence. 

Edward Hawkins and Lewis Hawkins, alleged members of an 
"arson trust" gang in Huron County, were both convicted, Edward being 
sent to the Ohio penitentiary on an indeterminate sentence and Lewis, 
being sentenced to the same institution, but getting a suspension pending 
good behavior. A third arrest was made in this case; and an indict- 
ment secured against J. C. Lehentaler, said to be the leader and prime 
mover in the arson trouble, but this man died while under indictment. 
Lewis Hawkins was the least culpable of the trio, hence the suspension 
of sentence. The case against Lehentaler was of course, nollied by death. 
The specific case upon which the convictions were secured, was the 
burning of a frame dwelling at 34 Pitt Street, in Norwalk, October 1; 
1916, at 5 .-30 A. M. The loss was $200.00, the insurance $500.00. This 
building belonged to Lehentaler. Edward Hawkins carried $275 in- 
surance on the goods of this house, which he occupied. Lehentaler was 
a prominent church worker, and a real estate dealer, and it was alleged 
had had a fire before. Edward Hawkins charged that Lehentaler had 
hired him to burn the building in Pitt Street, and that his brother had 
guilty knowledge of the transaction. 

Mary A. McComb, of Jennings Township, Van Wert County, lived 
near Monticello, and was worth $15,000.00, it is said. She loved the 
rustle of greenbacks and the clink of coin. An old two-story frame 
building stood on one of her properties and it burned. There were two 
attempts to burn this place, one at 11 : 45 P. M., April 25th, and the other 
at 5 A. M., April 26th. The value of the building was $300 and it was 
totally consumed. The woman carried $525.00 insurance. Mrs. McComb 
had tried to get rid of the building and had offered it for sale for $300.00, 
but could not make it. The woman was arrested, confessed, and was 
finally adjudged insane. 

J. J. Trask, owned a grocery and feed store at Thompson. At 
12:30 A. M., March 30, 1917, this store burned, with a loss of $500.00 
on building and $900 on contents. There was $200.00 insurance on the 
building and $600.00 on contents. Frank was arrested, and confessed 
that he had been pressed to settle an estate, and become more and more 
worried, until March 30th, while coming home from lodge, he concluded 
to end the whole business. The store was included in the estate, so he 
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took matches from the counter, fired some papers underneath and let 
the flames do the rest. Frank, having waived a jury trial, was charged 
with malicious destruction of property, and was fined $100.00 and costs. 
He paid the costs and the fine was remitted. 

Alfonso Batagil, of Cleveland, was sent to the Mansfield Re- 
formatory for an indefinite term. At 7:04 P. M., March 16, 1917, a 
four-story brick lodging house, (Palisade Hotel) at 2146 Ontario Street, 
Cleveland, had a fire that damaged the $30,000.0 building to the extent 
of $1,500.00, and damaged the $8,000.00 of contents, $2,000.00 worth. 
But this was not the worst feature of the fire : four men lost their lives 
in the blaze. The culprit had had some trouble with a party of men 
in the pool room downstairs in the building. He thought to have re- 
venge, so lighted newspapers and threw on the beds in the rooms above. 
Henry Schott, John Cullen, John Grogan, and an unknown man were 
burned to death. Charges of murder and arson were filed against Batagil 
and he was sent to the Reformatory. The real* cause of the trouble was 
that Batagil had been kicked out of the hotel as an undesirable guest, 
and was mad about it, threatening to "get even." 

John Prahl, Cleveland; was sentenced to the Boys' Industrial Home 
at Lancaster. He confessed to setting fire to a barn in the rear of 2922 
West 25th Street, and a shed at 8:23 P. M., May 6. 1917. The shed 
was located in the rear of 311 West 25th Street. The total damage was 
$1,100.00. John was a twelve-year-old boy, and had set a fire under a 
picture show some time before the barn blaze, because a boy hit a girl 
cousin of John's and the manager of the movie didn't interfere. Later 
on he was striking matches on the fence, and throwing the flaming ends 
in the air. One fell in some rubbish and started a fire. Then after an- 
other visit to a picture show, he heard the fire engines going by. This 
suggested fire and matches. The fire at 2922 West 25th Street resulted. 
Other match fires were laid at this boy's door. He was safer at Lan- 
caster where he will have a chance to make something of himself. 

Mrs. E. Glasman, eighteen, of Cleveland, was found guilty of set- 
ting a fire to a dwelling at 6003 Outhwaite Avenue, June 23d, at 1 1 : 36 
P. M., and was put on probation for a year by the juvenile court au- 
thorities. Her case was peculiar. She had lost her baby, and was afraid 
to stay in the house any more. She had been brought from Russia 
when a babe and had not had the advantages she should have had. She 
lit the mattress of her bed, shut the door, and went to a show with her 
husband. "When she came back the fire engines were there," she says. 
The entire damage was $60.00. 

Clarence Goist was sent to the Boys' Industrial Home, Lancaster, 
qpon his confession that he burned a barn in Hubbard Township, Trum- 
bull County, May 9, 1917. Goist is a farm hand and from motives of 
revenge burned the barn of A. J. Kerr. The property loss was $7,500.00. 
The culprit was first charged with arson and finally with delinquency. 
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Goist was mad because Mrs. Kerr had not given him his breakfast. This 
blaze occurred May 9, 1917, at 12 : 30 P. M. Grain, stock and machinery 
destroyed made this fire a serious one. 

Clarence Lake, Newark, was given a sentence to the Boys' In- 
dustrial School, Lancaster, for setting fire to a frame toolhouse belong- 
ing to Charles M. Hoover "just for devilment." The fire occurred June 
9, 1917, at 7:30 P. M. Sentence was suspended providing Clarence, 
who is thirteen, reports to the probate judge at Newark, every Saturday 
morning. 

Myrtle Walters, and Anna Meyer, small girls, struck matches 
in John R% Kinkead's barn, in Bethel Township, Clark County, on the 
afternoon of June 7, 191 7. A fire of $1,000.00 magnitude resulted. 
Owing to the ages of the girls, they were taken before the juvenile court, 
soundly lectured and turned over to their parents. 

Henry Krisch, Cleveland, had been an inmate of the State Hospital 
for the insane at Cleveland. He escaped, and on the evening of June 
11, 191 7, being at his home, 919 East 131st Street, Cleveland, went up 
into the attic and set fire to a mattress he had saturated with coal oil- 
There was a $50.00 loss. Krisch was recommitted to the state institu- 
tion. 

John Smith, of near Proctorville, Lawrence County, had some 
trouble with George Bolen. On April 12, 191 7, near 12 P. M., Bolen's 
frame house was found afire ; but the blaze was extinguished with a loss 
of $25. Smith was suspected, was arrested, and confessed that he put 
fine kindling against the house and set it afire. When he saw Bolen 
trying to put the blaze out, Smith took shots at the house. Smith was 
adjudged insane and sent to the Lima Hospital. If a dog at the Bolen 
house had not barked the night of the fire, the whole family would have, 
been, cremated, it is said. 

M. Myers, Cleveland, was given thirty days and costs, suspended, 
July 13, 1917, for carelessly setting fire to the property located at 2026 
E. 38th Street, at 1 : 24 A. M., May 6th. The property loss was $600.00 
Myers had come home intoxicated and carelessly thrown a match or a 
lighted cigar on the floor. Myers was nearly suffocated by smoke when 
the firemen found and rescued him. 

Harry Castator, Hamilton, is serving an indeterminate sentence 
in the Ohio pentientiary for a fire that occurred at midnight, April 24, 
191 7, at the Hamilton Machine Company's plant. The culprit was classed 
as a "weakling and a heavy drinker. ,, The fire did $100.00 damage to 
the pattern room, but fortunately the sprinkler system held it in check. 
Revenge was the motive, and oily waste the agent used. Thousands 
of dollars worth of property was jeopardized by Castator, who claimed 
he had been hired to burn the place by people who had an old grudge to 
settle. It is more than probable he sought a job as watchman, as he 
called the plant by phone after setting the waste afire. 
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Mary McDonald and Earl Bailey, children, lived near Defiance. 
They carried matches out to the barn of Earl's parents, August 17, 191 7. 
The usual fire resulted. Loss $300.00. The children were given a 
lecture on "children and matches" and sent home under probation and 
in the custody of their parents. 

William Sperling, Cleveland, was sent to Mansfield Reformatory 
in September. His record is a bad one. Sperling is thirty-one and single. 
He lived with his mother at 1902 Rowley Avenue. He drove a team for 
a lumber company. Sperling was born in Germany, had been convicted 
of arson two years ago and sent to Mansfield Reformatory, from which 
place he was parolled December 15, 1916. In the period between the 
time of his release from Mansfield and his arrest for firing the barn 
of the Lake City Ice Company at 3065 58th Street, Cleveland, he is 
thought to have been responsible for at least thirty fires and a property 
loss that will reach into a million. He confessed to eleven fires, in 
one alone the loss being $250,000.00, and is regarded by this Depart- 
ment as being one of the most dangerous pyromaniacs registered upon 
the records of this office. After an investigation of the last fire, Sperling 
was arrested by this Department and confessed. He was taken before 
Judge Hadden and sent to the Institution for Feeble-Minded at Co- 
lumbus. The loss on the Lake City Ice Company's property was $15,- 
000.00. A police officer who saw him coming from the plant, arrested 
Sperling for drunkenness. He set the place afire by throwing a cigarette 
stub on some newspapers. This man is a degenerate of the worst type 
and a menace to any community. Two glasses of beer, a woman, then 
an insane desire to set some building afire, is his procedure. Sperling 
says this himself. Sperling also confesses to the following fires, all in 
Cleveland: Swift and Company, three-story brick barn and one-story 
wagon shed. Standard Brewing Company, (September 14, 1916, barn. 
Same, (November 16, 1916) temporary barn. C. Stone Company, barn 
rented to E. Halen, (August 2, 1917), Train and Clark Streets. Three 
horses burned to death. Lake City Ice Company, barn burned. Sixteen 
horses cremated. Two-story tenement, 720 East 90th Street, (June 20, 
1917.) Mrs. Gernhurt, owner. Fire in basement locker. May 18, 1917, 
five-story brick apartment, 1819 East 55th Street; fire on fifth floor in 
waste room. April 12, 191 7, two-story brick apartment, 2048 East Sixty- 
first Street, fire in hall. April 16, 191 7, fire at Crawford Chemical 
Company, Train Avenue and Big Four, loss slight. April 3, 191 7, four- 
story brick, Strand building, 11 20- 11 30 East Prospect Street; totally 
destroyed, and 12 tenants driven homeless into the street. One-story 
frame owned and occupied by the Iron Wire Company, 1340 East 45th 
Street; loss slight. August 5, 1917, Grief Barrell Manufacturing Com- 
pany plant fired. Also several lumber yards. 

Raymond Mast, a Lancaster youth on August 12, 1917, about 3 
P. M., saw a match fall out of a vest, hanging on the porch. He picked 
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it up and struck it. Then he tossed it away. The flame started a fire 
in some burlap that was fastened to the edge of the porch and a $273.00 
fire resulted. Raymond was brought to court and lectured. He was 
told that the next time he was up he would be sent to Lancaster. Chil- 
dren and matches again. 

Anna Lee, wife of Theodore Lee, Jr., of Spring Creek Township, 
Miami County, was fined $5.00 and costs and given a thirty day sentence 
(suspended) for "burning of personal property." On August 5, 1917, 
at 8:30 A. M., according to Mrs. Lee's confession, she poured gasoline 
on her husband and then set his clothing afire. The husband went to 
the hospital and the wife went before the judge. The husband was in 
bed (note the hour of the fire) when this difficulty occurred, and it was 
the culmination of a family quarrel. 

Raymond Warnock, Howard Smith, Walter Smith, Albert 
McDonald, Raymond Onert, and Bernard Avery, Cleveland boys, 
early in August, 1917, went up into the hay loft of a barn belonging to 
Mrs. A. W. Kraft, in the rear of 6124 Lorain Avenue. They wanted 
to see the fire department make a run, so set the place on fire. They 
were taken before the juvenile court on August 13, severely reprimanded 
and parolled in custody of the probation officer, for one year. If they 
"do it again" they will all go to Hudson farm. 

Robert Colt, a Columbus boy, bought a penny box of matches, and 
on August 4, 1917, set fire to a chicken coop in the rear of 158 East 
Morrill Avenue, because he had been accused of stealing grapes and 
quinces. Turned over to juvenile court, lectured and parolled. 

Willard McFarland, a Newark lad, was sentenced to the Mans- 
field Reformatory for a fire that occurred at 8 P. M., on August 14, 1917, 
in a barn belonging to the Hilliard estate in the rear of 236 West Church 
Street. The barn had been rented 'by McFarland's father. On the night 
of the blaze Willard says he had been drinking, *and threw a match into 
manger just as "the thought came to him." He had been in court three 
times before, for drinking. Once before, being mad at his father, this 
youth had set fire to the lace curtains in the house. 

Elmer J. Ogden and Ralph Smith were fined $5.00 and costs at 
Kinsman, Trumbull County, for having been drunk and disorderly." At 
1:30 A. M., August 5, 1917, the barn of E. S. Henry at Kinsman 
burned. It developed that Ogden and Smith had gone there while drunk 
to get some beer they thought was hidden there, and in striking matches 
to light themselves about, had set the barn afire. 

LeRoy Franklin Bright was sent to the Lancaster Home for 
setting fire to a barn belonging to F. W. Saviers, thirteen miles north 
of Mansfield, at 5 130 P. M., August 19, 1917. Barn and contents, valued 
at $1,050.00 burned. The boy had a bad reputation and his home sur- 
roundings were none of the best. Once before he had set a fire in a 
school house, and had been caught carrying matches into the schoolhouse. 
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Bright confessed to the barn fire and says he did the deed "just to see 
it burn. ,, He will have a chance at Lancaster to make a man of him- 
self — at least to get a good start. 

Dwight Whitmer and Joseph Fox were out rather late — mid- 
night in fact, on March 16th, in Bethlehem, Stark County. Thomas 
Krichbaum, an aged man, owned a two-story frame and brick house 
valued at $500.00, with $100.00 worth of household goods therein. He 
had been living alone, but in November went to a neighbor's to stay, it 
being deemed unsafe to have the old gentleman live all by himself. He 
locked up the house tight when he left, but would slip over every once 
in a while and look things over. Rumors gave the old gentleman credit 
for having "lots of money," and ten days before the fire, the lone house 
was burglarized and ransacked. Then came the fire. Suspicion was 
cast upon the boys who had been peeking into Krichbaum's window. 
Admission was made by one of them that they had entered the house, 
lighted papers to see their way about and had stolen some of the con- 
tents of the house. Joseph Fox and Dwight Whitner were charged with 
being delinquents and with forcibly entering an inhabited dwelling, steal- 
ing therefrom and setting the house afire, and were given suspended 
sentences to the Reformatory. They must work hard and earn $100.00 
each to be given Mr. Krichbaum. 

C. Shaw, of Cleveland, lived with his son in a frame dwelling at 
3613 Baden Avenue. At 1 107 P. M., July 5, there was a gas explosion 
and fire at the place that did $1,100.00 damage and burned Shaw ter- 
ribly. He was rushed to the hospital and died there later, confessing 
that he had turned on the gas and set fire to the building. He had been 
a heavy drinker and his wife had left him on that account. He had a 
war garden planted, but had said that he would never live to enjoy it. 
As the gas was turned on in the house, and a lighted lamp was placed 
handily where it would explode the gas, if Shaw was not already 
asphyxiated, the verdict is suicide. A revolver shot heard just before 
the explosion, and the finding of the weapon in the room where Shaw 
was, leads to the theory that he fired a shot to call the neighbors to come 
and find his body. The pistol's* flash might have ignited the gas before 
it touched the lamp's flame. 

Charles Howe, aged fifty-eight, of East Liverpool, confessed to 
this Department, that he set fire to the house occupied by George Mackev 
and family, by pouring gasoline through the mail box slot, and touching 
a match to the fluid. His second wife, so Howe says, had left East 
Liverpool after renting the house to the Mackey's. The husband and 
wife had trouble over Howe's drinking habits. Revenge was the motive 
of the crime. The fire was at 711 Morton Street, East Liverpool, at 
10: 46 P. M., August 31st. There was only $10.00 damage, as the blaze 
was quickly extinguished. Howe was given an indeterminate sentence 
in the Ohio penitentiary on October 1, 191 7. 
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James Taylor Logman lived near Magnetic Springs. The house 
was an old one,, and insured. Looman concluded to burn the place, col- 
lect the insurance, and build a new house, so sending his family away 
for the evening, he set fire to the domicile at 8 P. M., on July 2, 1917. 
The loss was $500.00. Looman confessed and was given an indeterminate 
sentence in the Ohio penitentiary. 

William Livenbroe, of Cleveland, was declared of feeble mind, 
and was ordered to the State Institution at Columbus. At 3 A. M., 
August 27, 1917, he set fire to a chicken coop belonging to his sister, who 
lived on the Settlement Road. Livenbroe drank and had other habits 
that wrecked his intellect. 

Mathew Lambert, who then lived at 149 Cleveland Avenue, Co- 
lumbus, set fire to some clothing belonging to his step-daughter at i. 
P. M., August 9, 1917. He was tried in municipal court August 29th 
and fined $10.00 and costs for malicious destruction of property. Re- 
venge was his motive and the trouble grew out of domestic difficulties. 
Albert Gaines, sixty-five, was a rover. At midnight, September 17, 
191 7, the barn of John Webber, two miles south of Galloway, burned. 
Gaines had been sleeping in an adjacent straw stack, and when arrested 
on suspicion, tritely remarked "Accidents will happen. " It is supposed 
that he either set the barn afire or that a match or pipe spark was re- 
sponsible. Gaines was declared a fit subject for the Institution for the 
Feeble Minded, and was ordered there, but was refused admittance and 
was transferred to the Lima Hospital. 

Lester Hendrickson, a boy with a mania to "see things burn," 
caused a $50.00 damage to property located at 208 East Walnut Street, 
Lancaster, at 1 P. M., September 19, 191 7. It was another case of boy 
and matches, and Lester was given a suspended sentence to the Lan- 
caster Reformatory. Other blazes were laid at this boy's door. The 
judge told Lester that if he ever started another fire, he would go to 
Lancaster without a hearing. 

Elisha Carter, Roy Stultz, Burton Stultz, Cecil Carter and 
Irvin Carter, boys lived in Pike County, in the Bell Hollow district. 
They were wild youngsters and up to weird pranks. A series of fires 
had occurred in that district, the last being the burning of the Men- 
nonite church in the 191 7. The Department had good cases on the lads, 
and they were taken into probate court at Waverly and sentenced to the 
Boy's Industrial Home at Lancaster. 

Cecil Johnson, a Warren boy, was sent to Lancaster for an in- 
definite period. Johnson played with matches and caused a fire at Green- 
wood & Company's plant, 501 North Vine Street, Warren. He was 
"just coming along" striking matches and one of them went into a shed 
where baled hay was stored. The boy was charged with delinquency. 
, John H. Patton, of Portsmouth, pleaded guilty to brurning his 
sister-in-law's house at Carey's Run, and was given an indeterminate 
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sentence in the Ohio penitentiary. On May 7, 191 7, becoming angry at 
his relative, he deliverately burned the house and barn. 

Victor Miller, Waldo Miller and Ralph Feather, three boys, 
went up into Jacob C. Miller's hay loft in Ridgeville Township, Henry 
County, July 30, 1917, to smoke corn silk. Loss on barn $1,750.00; on 
contents same. The lads were taken before the probate judge at Pauld- 
ing, severely lectured and turned over to their respective fathers, who 
are held responsible for the further acts of their sons. 

Freddie Parsons, a boy, burned a hay stack belonging to John 
Wycinsky, near Rendville, September 9, 191 7. The hay was valued at 
$35. Two months prior, to the Wycinsky fire, Freddie sent a wheat 
stack in Morgan County, up in smoke, and also set fire to some papers 
in an empty house in Rendville. A delinquency charge was filed against 
Parsons and he was sent to Lancaster. 

Mrs. Wiszbowsky lived at 1188 East 22nd Street, Cleveland. She 
was demented' and started three separate fires at the above number, one 
in the attic, September 24, 1917; one on the stairs, the next day, and 
one on the second floor September 27th. The property damage was 
but $100.00 as the blazes were quickly detected. She was ordered to the 
State Hospital after being kept under watch at the Cleveland .City Hos- 
pital. 

Louisa Watson, (Mrs.) pleaded guilty to arson in September, 
1 91 7, and was given a suspended sentence in the Ohio penitentiary. The 
fire occurred on Sunday, May 27, 1917, about 10 P. M.„ and the object 
was to get the insurance, — $400 on the house and $300 on the contents. 
A greater part of the household goods had been moved before the fire 
was started. The woman was fifty-one years of age. 

Harry Wilich, Cleveland, was given one year in the Ohio Re- 
formatory by Judge Morgan in the Cleveland criminal courts, but for 
good reasons was placed upon parole. This young man had been em- 
ployed as a night watchman by the Cranston Detective Agency. He 
saw a. good chance to scare other firms so that they would want to hire 
a night watchman and so set fire to the plant of the Singletary Lumber 
Company at 12:07 A. M., August 12, 1917. There was a loss of $15.00. 
Harry did not get the job. 

Martin Murphy, of Monroeville, was found guilty of arson by a 
jury at Norwalk and was given an indeterminate sentence in the Ohio 
penitentiary. Martin's wife, Mrs. Catherine Murphy, was going to Nor- 
walk, August 22, 191 7, to file divorce proceedings. This made the hus- 
band "mad" and so at 6 P. M., of that date he set fire to their two- 
story frame dwelling, causing a loss of $25.00 on building, and $10.00 
on contents. The property was located on Main Street, Monroeville. 
Murphy appealed, but the Court of Appeals sustained the sentence and 
the man was brought to Columbus December 17th to begin his sentence. 
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Howard Keller, at 1 130 A. M., August 27, 1917, burned a barn 
in Mt. Liberty, because men who had been annoying his wife, harbored 
there. Both Keller and the woman are of rather a low degree of men- 
tality, so 'tis said. The property loss was $500.00 on the building, and 
$350.00 on contents. Keller pleaded guilty, but under the circumstances 
was given a suspended sentence to the penitentiary and his brother will 
look after him. 

John Ghent and Carl Thompson, Marysville boys, wanted to 
"have a big bon fire." They did. The lads went into the hay mow on 
the property of Mrs. Matilda E. Newhouse, October 11, 1917, at 2 P. M., 
and set fire to the hay. The loss was$325.oo. The probate Judge heard 
the evidence and then, on account of the age of the boys, paroled them 
in custody of their parents. 

Arthur Davis, aged fourteen, set fire to the barn in the rear of his 
home in New Lexington, October 31, at 11 : 30 A. M. He said he did 
this because "he guessed he didn't have anything else to do." The fire 
cost $70.00 and juvenile Judge D. M. Stinchman sent Arthur to the 
Boys' Industrial Home. 

Jacob Metzger, of Summit County, confessed that on July 31, 
1917, at 11 A. M., he burned a frame dwelling located near Copley, 
Summit County, belonging to Mrs. Sarah A. Patton, causing a loss of 
$5,000.00. He was sentenced to the Ohio penitentiary. Metzger had 
agreed to buy the property for $11,000.00 when in point of fact his 
bank balance was not eleven cents, and because he had been ordered off 
the place, took arson as his revenge route. 

Stanley Chchat, Frank Chchat, Charles Brooks and Frank 
Strifaika, boys set fire to a dwelling owned and occupied by Frank 
Strifaika, Sr., 7010 Whitney Ave., Cleveland, October 10, by building a 
bon fire against the kitchen just after the noon hour. Owing to the 
youth of the quartet, the fact that this was their first offense and that 
the damage was about $2.00, the boys were turned over to the probation 
officer, who will keep track of them for a year. If they "kick over the 
traces" they will have to serve one year in the Detention Home. 

Frank Twyford, ten, was on his way chestnutting near Canfield 
Mahoning County, October 20, 1917. Passing the property of Frank 
Ewing, and having some matches in his pockets, he decided to have one 
whale of a bonfire. He set fire to a couch in the house and to the barn 
also, and the latter went up in smoke with a loss of $1,000.00. The 
house was saved. Frank was arrested, and the court sustained the war- 
rant, but the age of the culprit got him off with a severe lecture. 

Charles Dague, Jr., aged twelve, wanted to see a "real big bon- 
fire," so on September 28, 1917, at noon he set fire to a straw stack at 
Riverside Park, Tuscarawas, on property owned by Emmet Brown and 
occupied by Dague, Sr. The older members of the family had gone to 
Port Washington for the day, and upon their return they found the 
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house, barn and surrounding buildings smoking ruins. The fire had 
spread. The loss was over $5,000.00 and this included 160 bushels of 
wheat, 400 bushels of oats, 150 of potatoes, — the whole season's crop. 
The proceeds of a year were gone. Charles was sent to Lancaster. 

Louis Holden, of Cleveland, while under the influence of liquor, 
went to bed in the property located at 11 04 Chestnut Street, at 4:52 
A. M., October 10, 1917. He was smoking a cigarette. The loss on 
building was $125.00 and on contents, $100.00. As no arson was in- 
tended, Holden was given thirty days and costs for having been drunk. 
He was sent to the workhouse. 

William A. Drumm, of Hanover Township, Licking County, was 
found guilty of arson, and was sentenced to the Ohio penitentiary. On 
September 18, 191 7, he burned a house, owned by him, in order to get 
his daughter and son-in-law out, secure $400.00 insurance, build himself 
a new little nest and be happy. The court and this department decided 
otherwise. Drumm made a complete confession and pleaded guilty. 

julianna Shieptosky, of Dayton, was fined $100.00 and costs, 
and was sentenced to thirty days for a revengful streak that hit her 
November 2, 1917, at 6: 09 P. M. She had been requested to vacate a 
property at 2212 East First Stret, and in revenge, struck a match and 
set fire to a straw, tick in a shed on the premises. A charge of arson 
was filed at £rst, but this was changed to misdemeanor. The woman 
did not appear in court, her attorney making a plea of guilty for her. 

William Keeley, a Cleveland boy, lit a bonfire along the kitchen 
wall at 7020 Whitney Avenue. The fire was discovered in time and ex- 
tinguished. William was given two months in the Detention Home, but 
as this was his first' offense, he was paroled to the probation officer. 

Ralph Boyer and Jim Long, boys, are under probation at Lima. 
At 2:10 P. M., Decebmer 2, 1917, a one story frame dwelling owned 
by W. B. Ritchie and occupied by Lee Haller, in West North Street, 
was discovered on fire. A loss of $400.00 resulted. The boys con- 
fessed that they first entered the place to "look at some pups." Then 
they "took a few things/' lighted some matches, and one of these fell 
on some comforts. Then the fire started. 

N. C. Richards, of Hebron, was found guilty at Newark for a fire 
that occurred in an unoccupied i>4 -story frame dwelling, located at 
Hebron, at 3 A. M., February 25, 191 7. The building was totally de- 
stroyed with a loss of $480.00. Richards was convicted in November, 
but got a stay of execution so the case could be heard in the court of 
appeals. Revenge was Richard's alleged motive. He had trouble with 
his wife, and the couple had separated. The courts gave her the prop- 
erty. 

John Kobab, Yara Piskac, Alfred Vandrai, Leonard Norotny, 
and Raymond Norotny, Cleveland boys, set fire to a box of rubbish in 
the rear yard of 5633-37 Broadway, Cleveland, at 12:45 P. M:, Novem- 
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ber ii, 1917. The fire communicated to the dwelling and plumbing shop 
of H. Klingci, but fortunately there was small damage. The boys 
pleaded guilty, were given a year each in the Mansfield Reformatory, 
but were paroled and turned over to the probation officer. Malicious 
mischief was the motive of the fire. 

Fred Metter, fifty, a farm hand of near Bowling Green, got drunk, 
and while smoking, set fire to a barn belonging to Israel Funk, Novem- 
ber 29, 1917, at 7 A. M. The loss was only $15 as the fire was put out 
before it got a good start, Meter himself giving the alarm. He was 
given $20.00 and costs and thirty days imprisonment on a misdemeanor 
charge. 

Charles Marks, sixteen, confessed to setting fire to Leo Myers 
Company's big rubber warehouse at Akron, October 25, twice October 
26 and November 1, 19 17, just to see the big fire department make runs. 
Marks' penchant for fire endangered $225,000.00 worth of property. 
The boy was given a suspended sentence to Lancaster, and paroled to 
his parents, providing they place him in a private school and report his 
progress every two weeks to the court. 

James Hazlett, a Toledo boy, while playing in an uncompleted 
house belonging to the Reuben Realty Company, at 4 P. M., November 
30, 1 91 7, started a bonfire with shavings and paper, that caused a dam- 
age of $10.00 to the place. The boy was sent to the juvenile home for 
a few days, and was then paroled to his parents. 

Frank Hutsler, was sentenced to the Mansfield Reformatory for 
burning the Ohio Electric Railway station at Summerford, Madison 
County, at 10 P. M., December 6, 1917. Hutsler was agent for the 
interurban, and also handled the express business for that station. He 
was short in his accounts and burned the place to hide the deficiency. 
He confessed and was charged with delinquency on account of arson. 
He claimed he was not of age. Hutsler got to Mansfield the day before 
Christmas. 
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ROSTER OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

1917 



COLUMBUS office: 
507-515 Wyandotte Building. 

T. Alfred Fleming State Fire Marshal 

Joseph P. Hershberger, Jr First Deputy 

Madge Sprague Chief Clerk 

W. S. Carlisle Assistant 

W. R. Douglass Electrical Inspector 

John Swearingen Statistician 

George McBee Assistant 

George Leonard Assistant 

John Devanney Assistant 

William H. Swift Assistant 

A. J. Stafford Clerk 

Maud Morrow Stenographer 

Jessie Canfield '. Stenographer 

Iona Hufnagel Stenographer 

Gertrude Ehrhardt Stenographer 

Ruth H. Moon Stenographer 

cleveland office: 
229-230 New Guardian Building. 

Tom Doreen • Chief Inspector 

P. J. F. Tumney Assistant 

Frank Bouska . : Assistant 

M. J. Faflik Assistant 

Edw. Gostokwski Assistant 

Dorothy Tettelbach Stenographer 



CINCINNATI OFFICE: 

98 DUTTENHOFER BUILDING. 

George Schloss Assistam 

Benjamin Meyer Assistant 

R. H. Seikmann Assistant 

Katharine Linneen Stenographer 

toledo office: 
717-718 Nicholas Building. 

John Manley Assistant 

Mary Manley Stenographer 
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dayton office: 
212 Ludlow Building. 

E. C. Sizer Second Deputy 

Ethel Meyer Stenographer 

Assistants in field. 

E. L. Donovan Waverly 

A. C. Ewing Findlay 

J. A. Anderson Millersburg 

M. C. Eldredge Ihardon 

S. E. Hartman Warren 

J. W. Feiock Lewisville 

D. V. Thurness Logan 

Luther Mull Lancaster 

John Baird Newark 

W. F. Mitchell Galion 

C. P. Haas . . : Fremont 

R. V. Kennedy Findlay 

G. K. Monroe Sidney 

J. B. Pemberton New Vienna 

Albert Heinrici Batavia 

T. Arthur Barrett Lima 

B. F. Zuber Paulding 
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THE OHIO FIRE MARSHAL LAW. 
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The Fire Marshal Law of Ohio reads as follows: 

Sec. 820. The governor, with the advice and consent 
of the senate, shall appoint a fire marshal, who shall hold 
his office for a term of two years, and until his successor 
is appointed and qualified. The state fire marshal shall 
have his principal office in the city of Columbus. 

Sec. 821. The state fire marshal shall appoint a first 
deputy fire marshal, a second deputy fire marshal, and a 
chief assistant, each of whom he may remove for cause. 
He may employ such clerks and assistants, and incur such 
other expenses as are necessary in the performance of the 
duties of his office. 

Sec. 822. The state fire marshal shall riot engage in 
any other business. He or one of his deputies shall at all 
times be in the office of the state fire marshal ready for the 
performance of the duties required of him by law. 

Sec 823. The deputy fire marshal and the chief as- 
sistant shall assist the state fire marshal in the discharge 
of his duties. During the absence or disability of the state 
fire marshal, the first deputy fire marshal shall perform 
the duties of the office. 

Sec. 824. The state fire marshal, the chief of the fire 
department of each city or village in which a fire depart- 
ment is established, the mayor of each incorporated village 
in which no fire department exists, and the township clerk 
of each organized township without the limits of a village 
or city, shall investigate the cause, origin and circumstances 
of each fire occurring in such city, village or township, by 
which property has been destroyed or damaged, and shall 
make an investigation to determine whether the fire was 
the result of carelessness or design. The investigation shall 
be commenced within two days, not including Sunday, if 
the fire occurred on that day, and the state fire marshal 
may superintend and direct the investigation if he deems 
it necessary. 

Sec 825. The officer making an investigation of a 
fire occurring in a city, village or township, shall forthwith 
notify the state fire marshal, and within one week of the 
occurrence of the fire shall furnish him a written state- 
ment of all facts relating to its cause and origin, and such 
other information as is required by forms provided by the 
state fire marshal. 

Sec 826. An officer named in the last two preceding 
sections who neglects to comply with any requirement of 
this chapter, shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars 
nor more than two hundred dollars. 
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Sec. 827. If in his opinion further investigation is ^£"2$ ° n 
necessary, the state fire marshal, a deputy state fire mar- fire. 
shal or an assistant state fire marshal,, shall take or cause 
to be taken the testimony on oath of all persons supposed 
to be cognizant of any facts, or to have means of knowl- 
edge in relation to the matter concerning which an examina- 
tion is required by law to be made, and cause such testimony 
to be reduced to writing. 

Sec. 828. If the state fire marshal, or a deputy or as- 
sistant fire marshal, is of the opinion that there is. evidence 
sufficient to charge a person with arson or a similar crime, 
he shall arrest him or cause him to be arrested and charged 
with such offense. He shall furnish the prosecuting at- 
torney such evidence, with the names of witnesses, and a 
copy of material testimony taken in the case. 

Sec. 829. When required by the superintendent of 
insurance, the state fire marshal shall report to him his 
proceedings, and the progress in all prosecutions for arson 
and similar crimes, and the result of all cases finally dis- 
posed of. 

Sec. 830. The state fire marshal, a deputy state fire 
marshal or an assistant fire marshal, may summon and 
compel the attendance of witnesses before him to testify 
in relation to any matter which' by law is a subject of in- 
quiry and investigation, and require the production of any 
book, paper or document he deems pertinent. 

Sec 831. The state fire marshal, a deputy state fire 
marshal or an assistant fire marshal shall have authority 
to administer an oath to any person appearing as a witness 
before him. False swearing in a matter or proceeding shall 
be perjury and punished as such. A witness who refuses 
to be sworn or refuses to testify, or disobeys a lawful order 
of the state fire marshal, deputy state fire marshal, or an 
assistant fire marshal, or fails or refuses to produce a book, 
paper or document concerning a matter under examination, 
or is guilty of contemptuous conduct after being summoned 
by such officer to appear before him to give testimony in 
relation to a matter or subject under investigation, may 
be summarily punished by such officer as for contempt, by 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or be committed to 
the county jail until such person is willing to comply with 
the order. 

Sec 832. Investigation by or under the direction of investigation 
the state fire marshal may in his discretion be private, He jw be p rf - 
may exclude from the place where such investigation is 
held all persons other than those required to be present, 
and witnesses may be kept separate from each other and 
not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. 

Sec 833. In the performance of the duties imposed ^^10122? 
by the provisions of this chapter, the state fire marshal in which fire 
and each of his subordinates, at all times of day or night, has occurrc  
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may enter upon and examine any building or premises 
where a fire has occurred, and other buildings and premises 
adjoining or near thereto. 

Sec. 834. The state fire marshal, his deputies, and 
subordinates, the chief of the fire department of each city 
or village where a fire department is established, the mayor 
'of a city or village where no fire department exists, or the 
clerk of the township in territory without the limits of a 
city or village, at all reasonable hours may enter into all 
buildings and upon all premises within their jurisdiction 
for the purpose of examination. 

Sec. 835. If the state fire marshal, a deputy state fire 
marshal, or assistant fire marshal, or any officer mentioned 
in the preceding section, upon an examination or inspec- 
tion finds a buildinig or other structure which for want of 
proper repair, by reason of age, and dilapidated condition, 
defective or poorly installed electrical wiring and equip- 
ment, defective chimneys, defective gas connections, defec- 
tive heating apparatus, or for any other cause or reason 
is especially liable to fire and which building or structure 
is so situated as to endanger other buildings or property, 
such officer shall order such building or buildings to be 
repaired, torn down, demolished, materials removed and 
all dangerous conditions remedied. If such officer finds 
in a building or upon any premises any combustible or ex- 
plosive material, rubbish, rags, waste, oils, gasoline or in- 
flammable conditions of any kind, dangerous to the safety 
of such building or premises, buildings or property, he 
shall order such materials removed or conditions remedied. 
Such order shall be made against and served personally 
or by registered letter upon the owner, lessee, agent or oc- 
cupant of such building or premises, and thereupon such 
order shall be complied with by the owner, lessee, agent 
or occupant and within the time fixed in said order. 

Sec. 836. If the owner, lessee, agent or occupant 
deems himself aggrieved by an order of an officer under 
the preceding section and desires a hearing he may com- 
plain or appeal in writing to the state fire marshal within 
three days from the service of the order and the state fire 
marshal shall at once investigate said complaint and he shall 
fix a time and place not less than five days nor more than 
ten days thereafter, when and where said complaint will 
be heard by the state fire marshal. The state fire marshal 
at said hearing may affirm, modify, revoke or vacate said 
order, and unless such order is revoked, or vacated by the 
state fire marshal it shall remain in force, and be complied 
with by such owner, lessee, agent or occupant and within 
the time fixed in said order or within such time as may be 
fixed by the state fire marshal at said hearing. 

Sec. 836-1. If a person is aggrieved by the final order 
of the state fire marshal as made at the hearing provided 
for in the preceding section, such person may within five 
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days thereafter, appeal to the probate court of the county 
in which the property is situate, notifying the state fire 
marshal in writing of such appeal within three days there- 
after, which notice shall be in writing and delivered per- 
sonally to the state fire marshal or left at his principal office 
in the city of Columbus. The party so appealing shall 
within two days thereafter, file with the probate court in* 
which such appeal is made a bond in an amount to be fixed 
by the court but in no case less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) with at least sufficient sureties, to be approved 
by the court, conditioned to pay all the costs on the appeal 
in case the appellant failed to sustain the same or the appeal 
be dismissed for any cause. The probate court shall hear 
and determine said appeal within ten days from the date 
of the filing of the same and the state fire marshal shall 
make a complete transcript of the proceedings had before 
him and certify the same together with all the original 
papers filed in his office and transmit them to the probate 
court at least three days prior to the date of hearing as 
fixed by the court. The decision of the probate court shall 
be final and in case the decision is against the appellant or 
for any cause the appeal be dismissed, judgment for costs 
shall be entered against the appellant. 

Sec. 836-2. If any person fail to comply with an Penalty, 
order of an officer under the last three preceding sections 
and within the time fixed, then such officer is empowered 
and authorized to cause such building or premises to be 
repaired, torn down, demolished, materials removed and 
all dangerous conditions remedied, as the case may be and 
at the expense of such person, and if such person within 
thirty days thereafter fail, neglect or refuse to repay said 
officer the expense thereby incurred by him, such officer 
shall certify said expenses, together with twenty-five per 
centum penalty thereon, to the county auditor of the county 
in which said property is situate and said county auditor 
shall enter said expense on the tax duplicates of said county 
as a special charge against the real esteate on which said 
building is or was situate and the same shall be collected 
as other taxes and, when collected, shall, together with the 
penalty thereon, be refunded to such officer. 

Sec. 837. Any person or persons, being the owner, Penalty, 
occupant, lessee or agent of buildings or premises, who wil- 
fully fails, neglects or refuses to comply with any order 
or any officer named in the last four preceding sections, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not 
more than fifty dollars nor less than ten dollars for each 
day's neglect. 

Sec. 838. The state fire marshal shall keep in his Record of 
office a record of all fires occurring in the state, the origin fires * 
of such fires and all facts, statistics and circumstances re- 
lating thereto which have been determined by investigations 
under provisions of this chapter. Except the testimony 
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given upon an investigation, such record shall be open at 
all times to public inspection and such portions thereof as 
the superintendent of insurance deems necessary shall be 
transcribed and forwarded to him within fifteen days from 
the first of January each year. 

Sec. 839. Chiefs of fire departments and mayors of 
incorporated villages who do not receive compensation for 
their services, and clerks of organized townships who are 
required by the provisions of this chapter to report fires 
to the state fire marshal, shall receive fifty cents for each 
fire reported to his satisfaction, and fifteen cents per mile 
for each mile traveled to the place of the fire. At the close 
of each fiscal year, such allowance shall be paid by the 
state fire marshal from any funds provided for the use of 
his office. 

Sec. 840. The state fire marshal shall receive an an- 
nual salary of three thousand dollars; the first deputy fire 
marshal, eighteen hundred dollars, and the second deputy 
fire marshal, fifteen hundred dollars. Such salaries, com- 
pensation of clerks and assistants and all other expenses 
of the department of the state fire marshal necessary in 
the performance of the duties imposed upon him by law, 
shall not exceed in any year the amount paid into the state 
treasury for that year by fire insurance companies as pro- 
vided in the next following section. 

Sec 841. For the purpose of maintaining the depart- 
ment of state fire marshal and the payment of expenses in- 
cident thereto, each fire insurance company doing business 
in this state shall pay to the superintendent of insurance in 
the month of November each year, in addition to the taxes 
required by law to be paid by it, one-half of one per cent 
on the gross amount of premiums received by it from 
policies covering risks within this state during the preced- 
ing calendar year; after deducting return premiums and 
considerations received for re-insurances as shown by the 
next preceding annual statement, verified under oath as 
required under the provisions of section 9590 of the Gen- 
eral Code. The superintendent of insurance shall pay the 
money so received into the state treasury to the credit of 
a special fund for the maintenance of the, office of the state 
fire marshal. If any portion of such special fund remains 
unexpended at the end of the year, for which it was re- 
quired to be paid, and the state fire marshal so certifies, 
it shall be transferred to the general revenue fund of the 
state. 

Upon failure or refusal to pay the tax, the superin- 
tendent of insurance may revoke or refuse to renew the 
license of said insurances company, and shall % certify the 
fact of such failure or refusal to pay said tax to the attor- 
ney general, who shall thereupon begin an action against 
the company in the court of common pleas of the proper 
county, to recover the amount of the tax. If such company 
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ceases to do business in this state, it shall thereupon make 
report to the superintendent of insurance and shall forth- 
with pay to the superintendent of insurance all taxes due 
and to become due from it. 

Sec. 842. The state fire marshal shall keep on file in statement of 
his office an itemized statement of all expenses incurred by c *P enses - 
the department. He shall approve all vouchers issued there- 
for before they are submitted to the auditor of state for 
payment, and thereupon such vouchers shall be allowed and 
paid as other claims against the state. 



LAW AGAINST INCENDIARISM AND ARSON. 



The following sections of the General Code of Ohio define the crime 
of arson and other burnings, to-wit : 

ARSON. 

Sec. 12433. Whoever maliciously burns, or attempts to burn a 
dwelling house, kitchen, smoke house, shop, office, barn, stable, store- 
house, warehouse, railroad coach or car, malt house, still house, mill, 
pottery or other buildings, the property of another person, or church 
meeting house, court house, work-house, schoolhouse, jail or the Ohio 
penitentiary, or a shop, storehouse or building, within the enclosed walls 
thereof, or other public buildings, or ship or other water craft, or a 
toll bridge or a part thereof, erected across a river, wholly or partly 
within this state, or other bridge erected across any of the waters 
within this state, or sets fire to or attempts to set fire to anything in 
or near to such building, coach or car, water craft or bridge, with 
intent to burn it, if the value of such building, coach or car, water craft 
or bridge, burned, attempted* or intended to be burned is fifty dollars 
or more, shall be imprisoned in the penitentiary not more than twenty 
years, or if the value is less than that sum be fined not more than two 
hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both. 

BURNING TO PREJUDICE INSURER. 

Sec. 12434. Whoever maliciously burns a dwelling house, kitchen, 
smoke house, shop, office, barn, stable, storehouse, warehouse, still house, 
mill, pottery, or other building of the value of fifty dollars or more, or 
goods, wares, merchandise, or other chattels of the value of fifty dollars 
or more, being his own property and insured against loss or damage by 
•fire, with intent to prejudice the insurer shall be imprisoned in the 
penitentiary not more than twenty years. 

BURNING PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

Sec. 12435. Whoever maliciously burns or attempts to burn a 
barrack or stack of hay, wheat, rye, oats, barley, flax, hemp, fodder 
or grain of any kind, or corn-crib or place wherein corn is deposited, 
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or fence, board, plank, scantling, rail, tanbark or timber, the property 
of another, if the value of the property is thirty-five dollars or more, 
shall be imprisoned in the penitentiary not less than one year nor more 
than three years, or, if the value is less than that sum, be fined not less 
than five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not 
more than thirty days, or both. 

MALICIOUSLY SETTING FIRE TO WOODS, ETC. 

Sec. 12436. Whoever maliciously or negligently sets fire to woods, 
prairies or grounds, not his property, or maliciously permits fire to pass 
from his prairies or grounds to the injury or destruction of the property 
of any other person, shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars, 
or imprisoned not more than twenty days, or both. 

MALICIOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY. 

Sec. 12477. Whoever maliciously destroys or injures property not 
his own, if the value of the property destroyed, or the injury done is one 
hundred dollars or more, shall be imprisoned in the penitentiary not less 
than one year nor more than seven years, or, if the value is less than 
that sum, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned 
not more than thirty days, or both. 



